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PREFACE. 


Thk Genealogical Catalo^e^’IZi^fj/inslation of 
Avliich is now laid before the public^ was com- 
posed by an Armenian nobleman, of tlie name 
of Prince Iliibbofi, resident in Astraclian ; and 
a copy of it in the original Armenian, accom- 
panied with a Jlussian translation, was forward- 
ed by him to the Royal Asiatic Society of Lon- 
don, in the year 1829. The Committee of the 
Oriental Translation Fund expressed a wish to 
have the Prince’s history translated into the 
English language, and sent a request to that 
eHeet to my father, the Rev. William Glen, 
missionary at Ast'^ichan. It is to this circum- 
stance that the public owe the a})pearance of 
this translation. 

Though the work is quite on a new plan, and 
is often abrupt and unconnected in its state- 
ments, I sincerely hope that it will be found to 
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be not entirely devoid of interest in many re- 
spects. A great variety of matter is introduced, 
and according to the calculation of the Arme- 
nians, who date the birth of Christ in the year 
of the world 5200, this catalogue embraces a 
space of no less than 4329 years, commeu(*ing in 
the year of the world 22()3, and ending in the 
year of our Lord 1393. 1 have added a few 
notes where illustration seemed necessary : and 
here I beg leave to v)bservc that I do not hold 
myself responsible for the correctness of any of 
the author’s statements ; ner do I profess to 
act any other i)art but that of translator. To 
review and compare all the facts brought for- 
ward throughout this work, with the account 
given of the same by other historians, would 
require a depth of research and an expense of 
time which it is utterly out of my power to 
bestow. Not being sidlicienUy master of the 
Armenian language, 1 have translated the work 
from a manuscript translation of it in the J{us- 
sian language by an Armenian of the name of 
La/ai Kooznets. 4'his being the case, it will 
\ itniis'y occur to some that this translation 
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is not calculated to serve as a model ol \niic- 
iiian composition ; because, after going througli 
translation into two languages, namely, first 
into the Russian, and then into the English 
language, it ftmst, at least in a great measure, 
have lost all traces of its original tone, or man- 
ner of expression. But tliis is not to be re- 
gretted, and the work need not on that ac- 
count be considered as in any degree diminished 
in value; because Prince llubbotf’s Genealogical 
Catalogue is not admired by the Armenians for 
the beauty of* its composition : and its chief 
merit lies in the multiplicity of facts that are 
adduced, the great extent of time that it em- 
braces, and the clearness witli which the chro- 
nology is drawn out. And, therefore, whatever 
marks of imperfection this translation may dis- 
play in other respects, I flatter myself that those 
traits in the charat^tcr of tlie work itself whicli I 
* have just mentioned, as being those tor which it 
is chiefly to be reconm^ended, are preserved un- 
hurt. In cases of difficulty, I have availed my~ 
self of the assistance of good Armenian scholars 
to com])aro the l{us^ian version with the original 
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Armenian manuscript : and what little know- 
ledge I have of the Armenian language myself, 
has also enabled me to put all the proper names 
which occur throughout the work, into the cor- 
responding characters in English i and thus, I 
hope, I have avoided the charge which has been 
so properly brought against many, namely, that 
of mangling the foreign proper names. 1 have 
scrupulously adhered to the plan of Prince Ilub- 
boflTs catalogue in every respect but one ; which 
is this : — I have left out the long lists of names 
which so frecpiently occur throughout the work, 
and have given a translation only of those names 
which have some sort of information attached 
to them. Prince IIuhbofF has written a preface 
of his own to this work ; hut it could not pro- 
perly be attached to this translation, as the 
Prince does not seem to have understood the 
nature of a jrrcface. That .which he gives is 
very nearly a mere repetition of what is con- 
tained already in the main body of the catalogue; 
and besides, he takes it for granted that the 
reader has before him the large genealogical 
r iiaits sent by the Prince, along with the ori- 
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ginal Armenian manuscript, to the Royal Asia- 
tic Society, in the year 1829. For this reason I 
]iave not given any translation of the author’s 
preface, as it would serve to confuse, rather 
than assist the reader ; and would increase the 
size of the work witliout in any degree adding 
to its value. 

In translating this Genealogical Catalogue, 
I very much regret I have not had the good 
fortune of being assisted hy the noble author 
himself ; as it pleased Providence to take him 
hence, in the. year 18.S0, before I reached As- 
trachan. 

It is probable that those who are well versed 
in ancient history will sometimes detect in this 
work transactions narrated very differently from 
the accounts given of the same by Greek and 
Roman writers. But when such instances of dis- 
agreement occurj^they are not without their use ; 
for they serve to e.xhibit the different versions of 
the same story as given by the historians of dif- 
ferent nations : and thus furnish food for specu- 
lation, and afford ground for farther conjectures 
and theories with regard to the history of the 
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ancients. Hitherto the literature of Armenia has 
been completely overlooked, and there is hardly 
any subject that has been less generally attended 
to by Oriental scholars : a circumstance, the more 
to be lamented when we consider hue great re- 
lative importance of Armenia iii the scale of pri- 
mitive nations, and the unavoidable connexion 
between its history and that of the surrounding 
countries, which it is natural to suppose should 
long ago have induced the learned to cultivate 
a knowledge of the language of Armenia, and 
make researches into the historical records of 
that country, in the hope of casting some light 
upon ancient history. This, however, with a 
very few exceptions, has not yet been done ; and 
the valuable productions of Armenian historians 
are, in a manner, left unnoticed and unknown. 
There are also many things in the old Armenian 
writers, which are well calcuU’ted to illustrate 
the civil, and particularly the ecclesiastical, 
history of the middle ages. The histories writ- 
ten by Elisha, Lazar Pharbetsi, John the patri- 
arch, Matthew of Edcssa, Samuel of Aui, and 
otliers, are not yet known as they should be : 
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though they arc well worthy of attention. The 
same may be said concerning Armenian works 
af a religious nature, such as the sermons of 
Nerses of Lampron, particularly his oration 
in the synod® at Rom-Khalah ; the writings of 
Nerses Shenorhali and others, which are all 
very excellent pieces of composition, and would 
abundantly reward the pains of a translator. 

The learned professor Neumann of St. Lazaro 
lately issued an English translation of the very 
valuable History of Vartan and of the battle of 
tlie ArmeniaiLs,” and it was printed for the Ori- 
ental Translation Fuad in the year 1830. 

[t is to be hoped that since a beginning has 
been made, others will come forward with their 
translations ; and thus lay open to public view 
the long neglected literary and historical stores 
of Armenia. 

IhtANSLATOK. 

Scoti'h Colony, Karas^;. 

( iovci iiniont uf Caucasus, 

May I ttli, ISSS, 
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A.Al. son of Noah, socoml forefaihur 

of the world, was onr first ancestor, according to the 
translation of the Sejitnagint, and lie liad eight sons, 
\ i/. : (lunier, agog, Madai, I'ohel, ^losok, Tiras, 
Havan, and Eghisa, or Klislia ; — lu'uce the TIapethiani. 
'To (huner, sou of llajiet, were born Torgoni aiul 
Askanaz ; — hence the (huneriani. 'To 'rorgom Avas 
horn a son calk’d JIaik, from Avlioni has proceeded our 
nation of the llaikaiis. Askanaz, son of (iaima*, gave 
rise to the Askanazeani; also to the Sarinatalsi, and tlie 
inliabitants of the East. 

J Iaik, son^of Torgoni, fatJier of tJie IJaikans, 
i. ('. of the Armenians, fifth in descent from Noali, 
and fovi’father of onr ancient deities, was horn, ac- 
cording to the calculation of the Kseptnagint, in the year 
of' the wm*ld lie commenced his reign over the 

Armenians in llie year J^885, and g(»venu‘d them I'or 
ahont elglhA years. To Ilaik ntne horn Armenak, 
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Mililin <iz, Klior, &<♦. and he had i|i*aial(‘hildivn to 
tie' miiiibcT ot‘tln*C(‘ luiiidred. Our historians, tlie liioh 
Prii'st John, Aivliiinaudrite Vartan, (iri'gory Maoistor, 
and onr eelohrated historiographer Moses ot' Khoren,^ 
assure ns that liaik was one of the patriarehs who 
took a |)art in haiildino' the tower of Bal)el. Unw i!lin<4-, 
how'ever, any longer to ae know led ov the sn[)remaey of 

^ Aioses of Khoren ll<)ijrishecl in t)ie fitth eentury. Ho cojn- 
poscd ii History of iVrineniri from the oominenooniont of tlnit em- 
pire to the your of onr Lord 1 U) ; also some geograj)hieaI descrip- 
tions, and a few other compositions of different kinds. 'Miis 
historian derived his information from the national r(*cords, from 
the manuscript scrolls preserved in the temples, from tlie histori- 
cal memoirs found in the archives of Kdessa, from the ancient 
manuscripts taken out of the li!>rary at Niniveh, from the testi- 
mony of Maribas, from the inanuscrij)t of Africanus, and from 
other celebrated historians of ancient times. The history of 
IVIoses of Khoren — not to mention the fables whicli arc to he 
found therein, and which the composer himself does not credit — 
contains exceedingly enrions particuh'irs, such as it would he in 
vain to seek elsewhere. His chronology is neither definite nor 
clear from the commencement of the history to the dynasty of the 
Arsacides, in Parthia and Armenia ; hut from this time to the 
end of the history, the date of each event is clearly ascertained, 
and confirmed by the testimony of contemporary writers, in 
Moses of Khoren are joined two (pialities, apparently incompati- 
ble, and for which he is remarkable throughout all his composi- 
Aons. Though brief in his statements, he is always ekxpient, 
expresses much in few words, ami eniihles the reader to guess 
witl.out trouble at that which he leaves untold. — Sec a French 
work entitled — “ llechcrches ciirieusc.s sur I’llistoire ancienne de 
PAsIi,, puisijcs dans les maiiiiscrits orientaux de la Hihliotlicijue 
Impfv 'd. , et d’autres ; Par J. M. (Iiahau de (’irhied et F. Mar- 
ini. a . ciiis, lS()(i,” 



rHK KlN(iS (»F ARMENIA. 


l.S 


Nimrod, lio l(‘ft linbol, an<l depart e<l witli his family 
into tln^ land of Ararat. Moses of Klioren lu're re- 
mai'ks tliat, in Babylon every one grasped at tlie 
su]>reme power tor himself, ainl in liis fury ran liis frieinl 

through tlie ribs with liis sword,*'" &e. TFaik sul)- 

...... 

dued the primitive inhalutants of the land ot' Ararat, 
vi/. such of them as lived in the plain, and spoke tlu' 
lam^'ine^'i' of their forefather Noah. When In' had esla- 
hlished his authority in this j)Iae(‘, he eiitrust(‘<l its 
oovernnu'iit to his oTandson Cadmus, and tlnm pro- 
eeisled w('stAvards, and settled on an eh'vati'd ])lain 
nhieh he called Ilaik. Its inhabitants w(‘i*(‘ the <le' 
s<*('ndants of M'orgoni, He also built a cit y here*, and 
railed it Tlaikasheiu aft(‘r his own jiame. For a minuti' 
aeeomit of tlu'sc* transa<‘tions see the History of Moses 
of Klion'ii. Baal, i. r. Nimrod, sent an embassy lo 
Haik, uinler the direetion of his son, with thi* follow- 
inef ]n*oj>osition : ‘^Wherefore hast thou taken up tJ)y 
i-(\sid('ne(' in tliese eold, chilly n'^ions W^arm the frost 
of thy proud spirit, ami be subj*‘(‘t to me. (’onu', live 
in jx'aee, and inhabit whatever part of ])iy territori(‘s 
lliou ehoosest.*" I^it Haik was roii^di nith tin* am- 
bassadors, ainl sent them back. Enraged at this, Baal 
eolloetod a numerous army, and hastened to (he land of 
Ararat. Cadmus immediately sent messengers to inform 
his graiidfatlier Haik, saying, “ O thou great offspring 
<'l* tlie gods ! Iniow that Baal with his brave heroes, 
tidl giants, and poN\evful arehers, is pvej)aving to fall 
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u])()n thro. At this tearful news J am myself in terror, 
and am flyino- with all liaste to join you. \"ou must 
speedily resolve on what measurt‘s to take/" In the 
inean time Baal advanced with dariniif im[)(‘tuosity, liki^ 
the overflowing of a rapid river, and hastened over the 
(‘ountry with liis mighty troops, in order to n‘aeh th(‘ 
territories of ITaik. lint this sagacious and prudent 
general, without loss of tiim*, collected his sons and 
descendants, who were hrave men, and also of skilful 
arcluns not a ft‘W. lie then addresscsl them as follows: 

When we nund tlje army of Baal, (uideavour to make 
your apj)roaches chiefly upon that j)ari of it wliere Baal 
liimself is with liis body-guard. W(‘ shall then eitlier 
die ourselves, and our families lx* subject to bondage; 
or else we shall display tlu' vigour of our arms by dls- 
persing his trooj)s, ainl obtaining the victory/’ Wlien 
the giants came in contact, tliey ])roduced a dreadful 
carnag(*. The blood ran in streams upon the ground 
from the blows which they dealt to each other. This 
Titan Baal, by no means anticipating so vigorous 
an oj)position on tlie part of IJaik, was alarmed, and 
skulk(xl away to his camj), in onhu* to shelter liinis(*lf 
under the protection of liis soldiers, until such time as 
fresh troops should arrive to his assistance*. Who would 
not wisli to liave witnessed this scene ot* lieroism, con- 
duel od as it was by the bold spirit of IJaik, the bravest 

Ar-oonian generals ! Our celebrated liistoriog-raplier 
Moses of Khoren, as if himself an eye-witness, and 
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artivoly oii^'ngod in great ex[)loit8 hy strength of arm, 
rather ilian witli liis pen, ami boasting with a noble 
pride and elevation of soul, narrates this ('vent, already 
long eonsignod to oblivion, and bnried under the weiglit 
of years, in the following manner : — 

‘‘When Haik, who was a skilful areher, perceived 
that Haal was retiring, he advanced to the front, and 
approaching the king, he bent his bow with his whok^ 
force, and let fly an arrow at him, n hieh pierced IhiaTs 
treble coat of mail, and penetrated his shoulders. In 
this manner the haughty giant was laid ))rostrate on the 
*eartli, and gave up the ghost. When liis army belu'ld 
this disastrous ex])loit of their opponoits, they betook 
themselves to fliglit. On the spot where this battle 
was fought Haik built a city, ajid in commemoration 
of the victory he had gained, called it Haik; but the 
exact ])lace where Ikml tell received the name of Ke- 
rezman, /. c. a sepulchre. After the body had been eni- 
balmed, it was transferred to Haikaslieii, and consigned 
to the earth in the presence of his wife and children."" 

Hut Archimamlrite Vartan* values at a still higher 

Vartan flourished in ^he thirteenth century. He wrote a 
liistory of Armenia from the creation of the world to the year of 
onr Lord I ‘> 67 . It contains much information regarding the liis- 
t(U‘y of the surrounding countries. 'I’his historian knew many 
oriental languages, and made researches into maTiy archives and 
ancient records. All that ho says conccriiiiig the ancients is 
founded on the testimony of the Magi and heathen priests, and 
the .attestation of Ilehrew, Arabic, and Persian writers. 
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rale tlu* splcMidicl teals <»t* hravca v ])ertorme(l l>y I Talk, 
and sii[)poslnt»' tlial llalk liiiiiself was zealous for the 
honour of God, lie eomnieuds him thus : — Haik would 
not ^eorslli[) the statue of Haul, as di<l tlie seventy-one 
patriarehs ; Imt trustino: to the all-powerful riohl arm ol* 
the Supreme lleiiu*-, he prostrated the ehief of tlu‘ idola- 
trous lieatheiis, then living, dead to the ^a-ouiul.*’' Moses, 
who derived his information from Marihas,^ calls Haik 
an offsprino- of the gods, and says that h(‘ was eurly- 
haired and very luuidsome, inoeuious. of a ^igorous 
arm, skilful in maiiagino* th(‘ how, hrav'(‘, prudent, &e. 
And this a<‘Count is true; for the hravery which he 
displayed, was such as might reasonahly !»• expected 
from a persoTi of snj)erior <pialities,‘d)oth of mind and 
body. 

Ancient historians, such as Mihitar A nets and Archi- 
mandrite Vartjin, affirm that Haik had sevim brothers, 
viz. — Kartloss, forefatlier of the Kartliaiis, ?. r. the 
Grusians, or Georg-Ians, Bard, Movkan, Leka or Glie- 
ka, forefather of the Gheki, /. r. th(‘ Lezgees, Herar, 
Kovkas, forefather of the naii(uis inhabiting the moun- 
tains of Caucasus, and Egress, forefather of th(‘ Egertsi, 
/'. c. the Circassians. 

2934?. Armenak, sou of Haik, upon the death of his 
father, governed the Armenians for about ninety-six 
;/eirs. 

' i'or an account of this Marihas, see the reigns of Vagliarshak, 
A. M. .'>0.')G, in this work. 
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Tie eliangcd tli4> name of tlie mountain Arakats into 
Armeiiakats, aftta* his own name. It became his ordi- 
nary place of residence, and lie planted there a large 
grove of pine-trees. 

8030. Aramaiss, son of Armenak, reigned after the 
death of his father forty years. He built a town of 
rock-stone on a ceitain elevated plain, in the proviiict^ 
of Ararat, on the banks of the river Kehover (A raxes). 
He ealh‘d the town Armavir, after his own name, and 
he called the river by the name of Eraskh, after his 
grandson Krast. Armavir was the chief town of Ar- 
menia, and afterwards became the capital, which it 
continiuHl to be until the expiration of tin' Haikan 
dynasty.^ • 

Ik) Aramaiss was born a son named vShara, after 
whom the province in which he residi'd was called Shirak. 
He was remarkable chietly for his great powers in eat- 
ing; so that he gave rise to this proverb: — ‘Mf thou 
hast the appetite of a Shara, «'ven oui' province of 
Sliirak will not suffice thee for a barn.'’' 

31f2(). Amacia, son of Aramaiss, dwelt in Armavir, 
and begat three soys, vi/. — Kegham the handsome, 
Pliarokli the brav'c, and Tsokik the quick-sighted. He 
went with these sons to mount Ararat, at the foot of 
which he hnllt, at a groat expense, two famous villages, 

* The Flaikari dyiicastv evpired after the death of Vahe, in tlie 
ye.irof the world iS7‘sJ. 
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8itnated about one day'^s journey iVoin eaeli oilier, lie 
gave tlieiii to his two sons Pliarokli and ^J'solak : so 
that the villages obtained the name of Pharakhot and 
Tsolakert. — Amaeia reigned eighty-two years. 

Kegham the handsome, son of Amaeia, sueeeeded to 
the government in Armavir. He left his son f farina, 
with his children, behind ; and having entrusted him 
with the government of the peoj)le in his absen(*e, lie 
went liimself to the other side of the rivtn* Eraskh, 
/. e, tlie A raxes, and founded a cit y iijion the sidi* of 
the lake Sevan, calling it Kegharkooni, /. c. a royal 
village. Moses of Khoren says, that here Ki'gham 
begat Sisak, who was an active man, and of a nobh^ 
ajijDcarance, prudent and skilful in archery. — Ivegliam 
reigned one hundred years. 

Sisak Aglioo, son of Kegham, peopled the above- 
minitioued village, which his fatlun* had giviai to him, 
and called it Sisakan. lie gradually extended his terri- 
tories until he reached the rivm* Koor and the Casjiian 
sea, and called them Aghoovan, which signities an 
agreeable country."’ 

llarma, son of Kegham, succeeded to tlu* 
government in Armavir, upon liis father’s decease, lie 
SI eiigthened the town wall, and built several magiiifi- 
e( nt palaces. — lie reigned seventy years. 

Aram, son of llarma, inherited the throne of 
bis tathe. . ‘ ud became famous ov(t the whole world, 
tor the prudent and manly bravery wliieli he disjilaved 
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in the service of his country. He extended liis dominion 
from tlie mountains of CtUicasus to Mount Taurus, and 
drove all his enemies out of the country, who were very 
d(\sirous to invade tlie territories of Armenia, and to 
o])|)ress the people. Moses of Klioven remarks that 
‘‘ Aram cliose father to suifer death in defence of liis 
country, tlian see it in subjection to forei^'iiers."" TIk^ 
Modes, impelled l)y avarice and jealousy, made an incur- 
sion into certain ])rovinces of Armenia, under tlie con- 
duct of its implacable enemy, viz. a certain hauglity 
grandee whose name was Nivkar Mades; — so that the 
Armenians were two years in subjection to the Modes, 
and paid tribute. In the. mean time, however, Aram 
collected about fifty thousand men, who were skilful in 
shooting the arrow and in throwing the javelin. Early 
in the morning, before sunrise, he fell suddenly on the 
Median army, and made a dreadful slaughter of it. He 
took Nivkar Mades pris<nier, and hal him to Armavir, 
where he ordered him to be hungup at the tup uf a liigli 
tower. Me drove a nail through his forehead, and then 
left him susjiended from the wall, that he might serve 
as an object of derisio^j to the [lassers-by. 

Til the course of other three yenrs, Ihirsham, prince of 
Babylon, iimaded Armenia with forty thousand infantry 
and five thousand cavalry. Aram attacked him also, 
and after having made a great slaughter of the army, he 
caught Barsham himself, and slew him. Aram now led 
liis army, which consisted of forty tliousand intantry 
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and two tliousaiid eavalry, into Cappadocia. Il(‘ l)a- 
nislied Palapis, the jn’ince of that country, to the island 
of Cvj)rn.s, and left AIccsak, one of his own relations, to 
he his dcj)uty in Caj)])adocia, with a force of ten thou- 
sand men. Jk^fore leavinti^ it himself. In' ordert'd the 
inhahitanls to he tanght the Armenian langnag(‘, and 
then retnriKMl to Armenia. By his prudent r(‘gnlations 
he brought the nation into a Honrishing condition, and, 
out of respect to Iiini, foreigners called onr country Ar- 
menia, and oiir pcoph* Arameani, /. c. Armenians. 

When Ninns ascended the throne of Assyria as ab- 
solute monarch, he burned with hatn'd, and a desire to 
revenge the death of his fondatlnu* Baal by llaik, and 
tlierefore he souglit an o|)portunity t»i) a^eng(‘ it u])on 
Ilaik's posterity. But, hy the prudent advice of his 
seniors, he deferri'd this malicious design to some other 
time; for he feared Aram, and made ])ea(‘e with him, 
calling him the Second after himself, and alloAved him 
to Avear a diadem s<‘t with precious stones. — Aram 
reigned fifty-eight years. This is attested hy Herodotus 
I. .9o, and by the Greek Jiistorian Ct(*sias. 

Meesak, Aram’s commandcr-in-chI(*f, Imilt a town in 
Cap\)ad()cia, and \\aving surrounded it witli a wall, he 
called it Mshak, after his own name. Ihit as tlie pro- 
nunciatimi of the word Mshak was difficult foi the in- 
habjMiits, they changed it to Mazhak. This town was 
after / ds called Caesarea. 
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Aral the liaiulsoaie, son of Aram, was also re- 
spected by Niiiiis. lie commanded the army twenty- 
six years, and was at last killed by the luxurious Se- 
miraniis.* After his name, Armenia received the name 
ol* the Ararat kingdom. According^ to the accounts of 
Moses of Klioren, John tlie High Priest, and (ilregory 
M agister, Arai begat Kordoss, or Doss. 

3459. Kardoss, the son of Arai, reigned eighteen 
years. 

* A more enlarged account of the death of Arai, and the cause 
of it, is given by Moses of Khoren in the following manner : — 
“The luxurious Seniirainis having long heard of the beauty of 
Arai, had formed the desire of seeing him personally, and did not 
scruple openly to express her wish. TJierefore, after the death of 
Niiius — or rather, according to my opinion, when he Hed to C’rete 
— iSemiramis, with a view to procure relief from the disease which 
preyed on lier heart, sent an end)assy to Arai the beautiful, with 
many valuable gifts, beseeching him by the promise of great re- 
wards to come to her in Niniveh, and take her to vvife; and thus 
obtain possession of t)ie whole king<Iom of Niniveh : or else, if he 
thouglit proper, return to his own country in peace, after he had 
gratified lier wishes. But, notwithstanding that ambassadors 
were frequently deputed on both sides, Arai would not consent to 
her proposals. At this, Semiramis became so enraged, that she 
cut short the embassy, gathered a numerous army, and liastened 
w ith it iiito the land of Armenia against Arai ; — not, as may be 
supposed, for the purpose of putting him to death ; but in order 
to conquer him, and by force ensure his compliance with her pro- 
posals ; because, it js said, she was enamoured of him even to 
madness. With this design Semiramis entered the plain of Arai, 
and having ranged the army in battle order, instructed her gene- 
rals to endeavour by all means to preserve Arai uidiurt. But the 
army of Arai was deleated, and Arai himself slain by the sons of 
Semiramis.” 
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S474, Anooshavan, the son of Kardoss, reigned sixty- 
three years. 

8 5 ST, Pare! reigned fifty years. 

3587. Arbak reigned forty-four years. 

3C31. Zavan reigned thirty-seven years. 

3668. Pharnak I. reigned fifty-three years. 

3721, Soor reigned forty-five years. 

3766. Havanak reigned tliirty years. 

3796. A^ashtak reigne<i twenty-tivo years. 

3818. Ilalkak 1. reigned eighteen years. 

3836. Ambak I, reigned fourteen years. 

3850. Arnak reigned seventeen years. 

3867. Shavarsh I. reigned six years. 

3873. Norair reigned twenty-four years. 

3897. V(\slam reigned fourteen years. 

3910. Kar reigned four years. 

3914. Korak reigned eighteen years. 

3932. Ilerant 1. reigned twenty-five years. 

3957. Endsak reigiwd fifteen yenrs. 

S972. Kcghak reigned thirty yean^, 

4002. Horoi reigned three years. 

4005. Zarmair governed Armenia twelve years. In 
*^\r- 7"rojan war he foug-ht bravely against the great 
Ae\\*fi\eH ; hnt rmforUrmteVy wan ViWed \\vn\. 

4019. Shavarsh I I. relg'iied forty-four years. 

4,'i : ;> Perch I. reig-ned thirty-five years. He col- 
b -teo large army, and made new regulations for it, 
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such as should strike terror into the neighbouring na- 
tions, many of whom he brought into subjection. 

4097. Arbooii reigned twenty-seven years. 

4124. Perch II. reigned forty years. 

41 ()4. Pazook the long-lived, reigned fifty years. 

4214. Iloi, A^ho had a peculiar aspect, reigno< I forty- 
four years. 

42.58. Iloosak reigned thirty-one years. 

4289. Amliak II. reigned twenty-seven years. 

431 (i. Kaipak reigned forty-five years. 

43()1. Pharnavaz I. reigned thirty-three years. 

4394. Pharnak II. reigned forty years. He was not 
brav(‘, and consequently Armenia became subject to 
foreign nations. » 

4434. Skavordi reigned seventeen years, and begat a 
son, whom he called Parooir. Up to this time, Arme- 
nia was governed successively by the above-mentioned 
rulers, In the quality of uncroAvned monarchs. 

4431. Parooir, tlie son t>f Skavordi, entered upon 
the government of the empire in the second year after 
the foundation of Rome. This is narrated by Moses of 
Khoren, I\art I. chapters 20 and 21 ; John the High 
Priest, Herodotus, Part 1. cliap. 9.5, Diodorus II. 7, 
Athanasius XII., Justin, Vol. I. Book 3rd, &c. &c. 
These historians say that Parooir greatly improved the 
administration of Armenia by his bravery and prudence 
(1453). Arbak, Prince of Media, sought his alliance 
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to go to war against Sartlamqmlus, king of Assyria, and 
obtained it by ])roniising* to colder on him the dig’iiity of 
king. Wherefore Parooir joined Arbak with a large 
army, and they took Niniveh from Sardanapalus after 
\i siege of tAu’ee years. 

'ronus Coiieolerus, i\ t\ SardaiiapalusJ having ascer- 
tained by divination that the town could not be taken 
nnless the river Tigris broke into it, tiionght he was 
secure, and therefore abandoned himself to luxury and 
dissipation. Hut a heavy shower of rain, w])i(*]i fell soon 
after, produced an overflow of the 'figris, and destroyed 
a part of the wall. As soon as Sardanapalus saw this, 
he ordered a great (|uantity of wood to be set t)ii fire, in 
whicli he and all liis family, with his coucubines, eunuchs, 
and possessions, fell a sacrifice to tlie flames. Arbak then 
ascended the throne of Assyria, and according to his 
promise he conferred upon Parooir the dignity of absolute 
monarch, witli all its appropriate badges and distinctions. 
'This took place iii the year of the world 44*5 G, and In 
the year 743 before* Christ. Tlie Assyrian einjiire, 
which hud lusted 1009 years since the erection of the 
d’ower of Isabel, was from this date divided into tliree 
1 u'laiehies, viz. — the Babylonian, Assyrian, and Me- 
dian; under the last of whicli designiations were included 
also the Persians. But Armenia was not, like other 
nativ.i , subject to any one: on the contrary, it was 
g Avn ■ by its own chiefs, who possessed all the powers 
and privileges of kings, with this excejition, that they 
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were not crowned ; and it continued thus until the 
time of Parooir, who was the first crowned monarch of 
Armenia. — He reigned forty-eight years, and died in 
peace. 

Moses of Khoren, when he treats on this period of 
his history, is greatly overjoyed, and expresses lilmself 
thus : — Our countryman Parooir, who lived in the 
days of Sardana})alus, rendered no small assistance to 
Arhak the Mede, in depriving Sardanapalus of his king- 
dom. And now my mind is elevated with delight, 
when 1 reach those times in which our ancestors first 
obtained the regal dignity."^ I'o this he adds, — For 
me it would have been exceedingly agreeable to have 
received my being in those days. I and my fellow-coun- 
trymen might then have lived in comfort, and been freed 
fi’om our present miseries. — But thos<' happy days luive 
long since been Iiid from our eyes.'” 

41'8fi2. Din ing the reign of Parooir, Salmanasar, king 
of Assyria, attacked Jerusalem, and conquered it, in the 
year of the world 4 t8f^. lie took the Israelites captive 
(44.90), and from tliat time the kingdom of Israel was 
at an end. Scnnechcrim, king of Assyria, and son of 
Salmanasar, besieged Jerust»lom in the time of king 
Hezeklah, but sustained a signal defeat ; because the 
angel of (fod slew one hundred and eighty-five thousand 
of his men, so that he was forced to retreat with dis- 
grace. Imagining that the displeasure of the gods had 
oecafsioned his defeat, he wished to olfer up his sons, 
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Adrainelek anil Sarasar, as a sacrifice to tlie itlol 
AseraJi, thinking hy that moans to appease tlw wrath 
of tlie gods. But wlieii his sons were informed of tliis 
mlewUon, ttiey s\e\v \u\\\ \ii tA\e \OYy pYosewce o? t\\o ‘\do\, 
and fled to Armenia, to king Ikirooir, in the year i W k 

44.!)!), Hratshia, son of Parooir, reigned twenty-two 
years. Me obtaijuid the name of Ilralshia, on account of 
the beauty of liis couutenaiice, and the lustre of liiseyes. 

4521. Pliarnavaz II., son of 11 ratsliia, reigned thirteen 
years, in the days of king Manasseb. 

4534. Patslioitsh, son of Phariiavaz, reigned thii’ty- 
five years. 

4569. Kornak, son of Patslioitsh, reigned eight years. 

4577. Pliavoss, son of Kornak, reigned seventeen 
years. 

4594. Haikak II., son of Phavoss, reigned thirty-six 
years. 

4630. Eruand I., son of Haikak II., reigned four 
years. 

4634. 77gran I., son of Eruand, was a handsome 
man, and exceedingly virtuous. His reig*n in Armenia 
was distinguished for its bravery, and he excelled all our 
kings, as well as those of other natiojjs, in |)rudence, 
fjy of arms, he cxtcmhid the houndarws of the 
empire, sub'dued many nations, and imposed a tribute 
on the Sleeks. He improved the people in their dress, 
in lu h- ‘ ;.>d, and in many other tJiing-s ; and was cele- 
brated over the whole world for his wealth, his virtuous 
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character, and his useful regulations, both for war and 
peace ; so that he obtained universal honour and praise. 

In a battle against Astyages, king of Media, Tigran 
thrust a tliree-pointed lance into his breast, and forced 
his numerous army to seek safety in flight. 

Tigran also went to war, along with Cyrus, against 
Cravsus, king of Lydia, whom, when he had taken him 
captive, Cyrus ordered to be burned. But Croesus cried 
out the name of Solon and therefore Cyrus took 
compassion on him, and delivered him from punishment; 
because he recognized the meaning of his words, viz. 
that good fortune does not last for ever."' 

4()bo. Tigran, along with his ally Cyrus, conquered 
Babylon, and took it from king Baghdasar, (the Belshaz- 
zar of Daniel, and A\ibo)ia(l{ns of other Avriters). Cyrus 
then appointed his uncle Darius, the son of Astyages, to 
be king of Bal)ylon. Thus w'as fulfilled the prediction of 
Jeremiali, the prophet, concerning the taking of Baby- 
lon, in chap. 41, v. 27. ‘‘Set ye up a standard in 
tlie land, l>low the trumpet among the nations, prepare 
the nations against her, call tog-ether against her the king- 
doms of Ararat, Myini, and Ashkenar; appoint a cap- 
tain against her ; cause the horses to come up as the 
rough caterpillars."" 

Moses of Khoren says, — “ Tigran enriched us ex- 
ceedingly with the gold and silver, and with the precious 
stones, and rich dresses both for men and women, which 
h( had obtained as spoil from his enemies. Those 
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oriianieiits transfurjiied ugliness into beauty; but to 
\)eavily i\\ey ga\e tlie aY>peunuice of soinoUiiiig divmo. 
By liis bravt'iy, he secured peace and j)leiity to the 
Avliole country/" 

Tigran ex|)lred after a reign of finty-live years, and 
left three* sous; namely, Bah, Tiran, and V’^ahakn. 

4G7i). Vahakn, being the bravest of these three* sons 
of Tigran, succeeded to the tijrone. He* was reinark- 
ably bold, aud the bravery Avhich he display(‘d Avas not 
iiderie)!' e‘veu to that e>f Hereniles. Hence the Arineiiians 
anel (Jeorgians wrote fabulous oeles in j)raise of his il- 
lustrious desce'iit and rare e‘Xploits. A statue was also 
erecteel to his memory, and they afterwarels irekoiu'd 
him ame)iig the number of their gods, ^and Avorshij)peel 
him with sacrilices. — Vahakn reigneel twenty-seven 
years. 

4706. Aravan, son of Vahakn, reigned eighteen 

years. 

4724. Nerseh, son of AraAan, reigned thirty-five 

years. 

4779 . Zareh, son of Nerseh, reigned foidy-six years. 

4805. Armok, son of Zareli, reigned nine years. 

‘tSI t. Baigani, son of Armok, reigm*d t'ourteen years. 

4828. Van, son of Ihiigam, reigne<I twenty years. 

4848. Va\\e, s>o\\ofNan, mgned VwewVy-fowr years. 
— If‘‘ 'IS exceedingly brave eA^en from his infancy; and 
aPerw.-, ^ fouglit \v’ith success in many battles. Witli 

a heroic spirit he took uji arms against Alexainler of 
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Mneodon ; hut wliilo attacking his niimorons anny, ot 
which he made a great slaughter, he lost his own life, 
and thus finished his career of lieroisni. Armenia now 
fell under the power of the Macedonians, and from this 
period the Tlaikan dynasty was extinct until the reins 
of government Vere resumed by the Arshakooni (Arsca- 
cides). 

4882. Ardooard governed Armenia, as commander-in- 
chief, thirty- thr(‘e years. 

4i)15. Heraud II. reigned in the quality of com- 
mander-in-chief, during the s])ace of foity-live years. 

4,9h‘0. Artavazd reigned in the same ca|)acity fifty 
years. 

oOK). Avtaslft's governed Armenia as (‘ommander- 
in-chief thirty years. It is said that Artashad, one of 
the capital cities of Armenia, was built by him, ac- 
cording to the plan, and under the direction of Ilan- 
nlhal, the great Carthaginian gt neral, who had th'd to 
him for prot(‘ction against the persecution of Antiochus. 

o040. Artavazd, soii of Artiishos, reigned ion years. 
11(» was the last of the Armenian Satra[)S, immediately 
heft>ve the family of^\rshak ascended the throne. 

/)()5(). Vagharshak I., hrotlu r of Arshak, king of Par- 
thia, was ap])ointcd by his brother to be king of Arme- 
nia, in the year 149 he Love Christ. Arshak also ordered 
him to transfer his throne to the eapital towti of Mitsbin, 
in the disiriet of Aotsitia, and dismissed him with this 
maxim : — Consider as your own whati‘V(‘r lonr eonrage 



so 


OENE A LOGICAL CATALOGUE OF 


enables you to acquire, because tlie brave acknowledge 
no limits but the edge of their swords, and whatever 
they obtain by force of arms, becomes their ow n jiro- 
perty.'” Therefore Vagharshak collected an immense 
army with which he marched to the banks of the river 
Araxes, near the tow n of Armavir ; and when his army 
had been sufficiently drilled and inured to military 
discipline, he removed to the West, tow'ards Little 
Armenia. The king of it, at that time, was Mor- 
pheullkess, and when he heard of Vagharshak's fearful 
ap})roach, he souglit for assistance from the inhabitants 
of Cajqiadocia, Pontus, Phrygia, and Macedon ; and 
with these combined forces advam ed to meet Vaghar- 
shak. Morpheulikess was a very bravc'inan, and, being 
defended by an iron breastplate, he came forward boldly 
to the front w ith a chosen body of w arriors, and pre- 
cipitated himself furiously upon Vagharshak. In his 
impatience to reach him, lie overthrew many of Vag- 
liarsliak's best men; and wlien Jio t'onnd bimseJf suffi- 
ciently near the king, he directed his bow' dexterously 
against him, as if at a bird on its most rapid flight. 
But at fins cj’iticuJ moment the have wnniors of the 
race of Haik, who had already fought their way to the 
cent’ averted his intended aim, by ])iercing t\ie hero 
witli their lances. His army wns also |)nt to tlje rout, 
and S ' great was tlie slaughter, that the blood flowi'd 
on tho /^lound like a stream of water after a shower of 

In this manner, VaLdiarshak put under subjection 

Ic' 


rain. 
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the whole of the iiihahitaiitrt of Ca})pa(locla aiitl the 
iieighhoiiriug districts; so that the glory of Macedon 
was at an end, and with it vanished also the power of 
the Seleiicides. The illustrious Vagharsliak now became 
curious regarding the history of his country, and desired 
to ascertain froln whom the Armenian peojde were ori- 
ginally descended, by what sort of rulers they had been 
governed, and what exploits they had performed. lie 
wished to inform hims(‘lf on these points, in order that 
he might know wliether or not the country ^vhich he 
now occuj)ied had once been the site of brave and dis- 
tinguished characters. But being unable to satisfy his 
curiosity, he sent Maribas the Syrian, who was a very 
learned man, and skilful in the Chaldean and Greek 
languages, with a letter to his brother Arshak, king of 
Niniveh, beseeching him to show Maribas the ancient 
historical records, that from them he might extract some 
particulars regarding the history of Armenia. Wlicn 
Arshak received the said letter from tlie hand of Mari- 
bas, he commended his brother'’s zeal for knowledge, and 
ordered the royal library of Niniveh to be thrown open 
to his inspection. Aijiong Other books, Maribas found 
one in the Greek language with the following inscription • 
This hook was translated by order of Alexander the 
Great, from the Chaldean into the Greek lajiguage, and 
contains a history of the primitive nations.'’*’ From this 
boo'K Maribas extracted the history of Armenia from the 
time of Haik to that of Parooir. ) 6 '5 
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WUou Uc broujjjlii it to Vaglvarsbuk in Mitslnn, lu' 
rocclved it with great joy, and placed it in the royal trea- 
8iiry, there to he preserved with care. It is evident, 
therefore, that the ancient histor}' of Armenia is more 
valid than that of all other nations except the .Fen s. — 
Vagharshak expired in the ca]>ltal (own of Mitshin, 
after a reign of twenty-two j ears. ^J'he throne of Ar- 
menia was afterwards filled by his (h‘sc(‘ndants in he- 
reditary su(*cession ; and they bore the appellation of 
the Arshakooni (Arscacides) ; bnt were also styled The 
Parthians.’’’’ 

6072. Arshak L, son of Vagharshak, ascendetl the 
throne in the year of the world 5072. In Jiis govern- 
ment he followed tin* praiseworthy exainjde of his father, 
by establishing many wise regulations. lie also sub- 
dued the inhabitants of Pontus who had rebelled, and 
at the place where the battle was fought, viz. on the 
shore of the lllack Sea, he erected a marble monument 
in honour of t/ie victory which ho hud gainecJ. 7’iiis 
monument was for a long time afterwards held in rc'- 
vereiice by the inhabitants of Pontus, and respected by 
thorn as a divine wonder. — Avsha[v expired nfter a reign 
of thirteen years. 

"085, Artashes 1., son of Arshak, was from his very 
ii/nney :: favourite of his gramifather Vagliarsliak, on 
ace lint of his boldness and keen eyesight: and even 
dn ir^ the first years of liis n*ign excelled most of his 
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c-ontc‘m|)orarios in bravery. Tlie king* of Persia was, at 
that time, eonsidercMl to ])e liiglicr in rank than lie ; 
but Aitaslies secured the su])eriority on the throne to 
liimself, by defeating tlie Persian.s, and building castles 
on their frontiers, lie also ordered the money to be 
stamped with Tiis own likeness. lie retained his son 
Tigran with himself to succeed him on the throne, and 
ap])ointed Varzh, son of Dat, a descendant of Kegham, 
to instruct him in the arts of war and of virtiu‘. He 
gave his daughter, Artasham, in marriage to Mithridates 
the Great, conmian<ler-in-ehief of Georgia, who was de- 
scended from Mithridates, t!ie general of Darius, and 
appointed him to govcwn the territories lyings near the 
northern mountains and the sea of Ihmtus (5101.) Ar- 
tashes began to be jiutVed up at his great success, and 
wished to possess the whole world. W^ith this view he 
gathered from the eastern and northern frontiers so 
g*reat an army, that he could not even number it. He 
had, tJierefore, lo content himself with ordering that the 
soldiers should each of tlieni fling one stone into an hea}), 
and in this manner they formed several large hills. In- 
(teed, so great uas^tlie number ol* these soldiers, tliat 
the (light of their arrows was like a cloud, and con- 
verted the light the. midday sun into the darkness 
of night. With this large army lie proceeded westwards, 
conquered Asia Minor, the Hellespont, and 'Jdiraee, — 
ilemollshed several important towns, — took captive 


1 ) 
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Cnrsus, king of Lydiii,*' — and dofcntod iko Pliorians and 
Sparlaiis ; so that he slrnek terror into all the Mediter- 
ranean conniries. lie retnvned vietoriously to Arme- 
ni«a; and after he had made Jiis son Tii^n-an king, went 
himself into Persia, no one presuming to opj)ose liis 
enterprise. Rut it is to be regretted thai oiu' so gene- 
rally feared, and who was sovert'ign of the universe, 
finished his course on a Ixal of siekness, and not on tlie 
held of honour ; for, while enfet‘bl(‘d by disease, be was 
murdered by his own soldiers, in the twenty-fifth year of 
Jiis reign. Reforc his death be exclaimed with a faint 
voice, “ Alas ! glory soon vanislu's.'" 

Polycrates gives the following account of him : — “ d'o 
mo Artashes, the Parthian, appears toebe mon‘ excel- 
lent than Alexander of Macedon ; for lui obtained pos- 
session of Bidjylon without leaving* his owui cunpire, 
and not having yet crossed the turbulent river Ilalys, he 
defeated the Lydian army, and took caiitivc Priesus 
himself. News was brought of tliis (nent, and it was 
])rocIaimed by the common crier in tin* citadel ofyltliens, 
even before Artashes liad entered tin* territories of Asia 
Minor. O how fortunate it would have been had he 
died in his own kingdom, inst<*ad of doing so while on 
tlie retreat Evagoras^ account is somewhat similar : — 

** TVie autlior here seems to be inconsistent, luwing alvead y attri- 
buted circumstance to Tigran, A. M. ; and perhaps the 
only \v,i ^ lo reconcile the apparent contradiction is to suppose tlic 
Cr f mentioned to he another king of Lydia of the same 
name with the former — T kanslator. 
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“ The conflict hetweoii Alexander and Darius was in- 
siiviiificant in coinjiarison with the liattles fought by Ar- 
taslies, because the dust raised by the army of Alexan- 
der obscured the daylight only a little ; whereas the 
shooting of arrows from the army of Artashes converted 
the sun into darkness, and <*hanged midday into night, 
'riie (buntains of water would not communicate their 
moisture to the iields in the Avinter time, being used for 
the supply of his army, which aa us so largts that in order 
to form an esthnati^ of its number, be was obligt‘d to have 
resort to ineasuremont rather than numeration. 'Jliere 
was not a singh* person left of th(» Tjydian army to give 
an a<T‘ount of its slaughter, and be ordc'red Cbarsus, king 
of the L} (liaus, tf> be seated in a frying-pan.'’^ 

Phygonius narrates concerning him as follows : — Ar- 
tashes, the Parthian, Avas the great<\st of all kings; because 
he not only dtdeated the Lydians, and put Cnrsus in 
chains, but in the Hellespont chang(‘d the vovy nature 
of the eleuKUits ; so that peojile ^raA crsed the seas Avith 
as much freedom as if theyAATre on dry land. He routed 
the Lacedemonians, — jmt the Phocians to flight, — and 
obliged ihe Paotiaii^j to capitulate : and thus made the 
whole of Greece to tremble at liis poAA er. I3ut adversity 
soon after entir(‘ly changed the face of atVairs. Cyrus 
was not so afthcted in the Avar Avith the ^lassageta? ; 
Darius did not siitfer so much when he fled from the 
S<*ythiaii8 ; nor (\ainbyses in Ethiopia ; nor Xerxes Avheii 
he IimI his ariUA’ into Greece, and had afterAvards to 
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iibiindoii Ids treasures and Ids eavn]>. Not one of these 
was so niifortiiijah* as Artaslies; b(‘eause, in the very 
midst of liis victories, he was niurdiu’ed hy his own 
soldiers;’ 

5110, Tioran II., son of Artashi's 1., ascended the 
throne of Arnieida upon the death of fiis father, lie 
gathered a numerous army, and alter lie liad put the 
empire in a proj)er state, made an attack to^etlna* witli 
his son-in-law Mitliridat(*s ai»ainst tlu' (ireeks, and put 
them to fliiifht. lie also compu'n'd Asia Minor, the 
^’overnnumt of which he entrusted to Mitliridates, and 
at the same time aj)])oi]it(*d him Ivini/ of Pontus, and of 
the other nations on the M(*diterrai]ean s('a. Tie l)(‘came 
so much (‘lated at this success, that he imaoiinMl the will 
of all mankind must i)f necessity 1)0 su\)ject to his own 
pleasun'. Accordini>’ to tlie ac(*ounts of ]*hit:iivh, and 
the Roinnii Iiistorians, he ohJiu'<‘d nianyof tii(‘ Ivjjjljs w/io 
had been taken caj)tive hy him, to servi* him standino* 
with folded hands, and he retained four of their numlau’ 
to he his constant attendants ; so that on certain occa- 
sions, when he rode on horseback, they walkisl before 
him on foot. Also, whenever the, kinir addressed tluan 
from his throiu*, they stood up as a si^ii of their submis- 
sion. — Plutarch gives a dilfiise account of this in his 
hist' -y of Liicullus, ]). 418. 

51 A disagreement having taken place among 
the rn leucidte, they besought 'J’igran that he would 
Cv,im wid reign over them. In f*omplianc(‘ with 
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tlieir request, Ih‘ inarclied at the liuad oF a iiiinKaon.s 
army a,i(aiiist Aiitiocliiis Pius; and after lie had 
subdued him, he reigned himself over tlie Seleiieidfe and 
other Asiaties, by whieh he inspired even the Romans 
Avith fear. This is attested by the following authors ; 
namely — Justi^i, Ap])ius, Porphyrins, and Eusebius. 
He mad(^ an inroad into Palestim*, wheiiee he took 
many of the Jews captive. ITe also made a bold attack 
against the Syrians, took tlu‘ town of Ptoleiniiis, and 
seized Quccmi Ch‘opati'a and kilhal her. the pur- 

j>(>st‘ of ojiposing the Roman general, Lueullus, Tigran 
colh‘ct(‘d an army of six hundred thousand cavalry, and 
OIK' hundrc'd (housaiul infantry. AVdien he had dc'clarc'd 
his son Artavazcl to be l^>ng, be expiri'd in the (‘ighty- 
fifth year of his agi', after a reign of fifty-four years. 

Mithridat(‘s was son-in-law of d'igran II., by 
wliom be was apjiointed king of J^ontus, mid being'’ 
assisted by bis aiinles, be lu'came celebrated over all 
nations and kingdoms, and gri'atly exti'iidi'd tbe bound- 
aili's of tbe emj)ire. Valerius Maximus, Quinctilian, 
and Pliny, relati^ that lie conversed to perfection in all 
languagi's, without llu' assistance of an interpi*t*t(‘r. 
Pliny adds, that ^Hic was the only ]>erson who ever 
spoke twenty-two languagi's : and during his reign he 
never conversed by means of an interpreter, with any of 
the people wliom be liad subdued.’'’ 

The Roman generals attacked Mithridates with a 
numerous army of two hundred thousand men; but they 
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n^ere repulsed by Mithridatcs with great slaughter. 
Many of them were taken prisoners, aiul the rest were 
put to flight, leaving inueli booty bebinfl tbem. lii like 
manner, Tigran having met Acpiilius Manuvius with a 
force of twenty-four thoiisainl armed infantry and cavalry, 
killed ten thousand of tlieiii, and took ‘ three thousand 
()risoners. The Koman general fled shanudiilly in th(‘ 
night ; and when the army heard of this, each soldier 
followed the e\'anij)le of his lead(‘r, and l)etook himsidf 
to flight. AMhui peace was restored, Milhridates set all 
the prisoners at liberty, and grautcul them the provisions 
necessary for their ndurn liome. — ddiis humam‘ treat- 
ment was soon noised abroad : so that he was ri‘wartle<l 
by universal encomiuni, and many snbipitted to him of 
tlieir own free-will, callings him (jiod and J)(‘liver(‘r. He 
marched with a large army into Phrygia, at (hat time 
under the power of the Komans, and coinpu*red it. — 
lie then halted a little for ndreshment in the palaces 
that had been built then* by Alexander, Avhich he con- 
sidered to be an omen of his future juosperity; and 
ai‘ierwards conquered many of the towns that were su/>- 
ject to tin* Romans : so that when they heard of tln‘se 
great exploits, (5J^2o) tliey were much alarnu'd. (Tj)on 
thv^ death of the Roman general, C\)rn(‘lins Sylla, Mitli- 
vhlaVes pevsv\in\ev\ 'Vigvau to attaeAv t!ap\ViU\oeva, — We 
soon compicred it, and took thenci* about thirty thou- 
sand ue ii, whom he s(*ttled in Ainu'iiia. lie* also re- 
in v(’f! i . inhabitants (»f twelve Greek towns to Tigran- 
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kei'L 13iit Liieullus complaiiie*! to liis army, wJiile on 
the mareli, of the por]>otnal defeats which they Hiistaiued 
from Tigran, and addressed tliem on the snhject in a 
set speech, which is given verhaiim hy Plutarch, p. 415, 
and is to the following effect: — “ Is there not a road 
tVom hence to* Armenia of hut a few days" journey, 
where the powerful Tigran^ king of kings, dwells in 
peace ; and who, hy means of the Parthians, liolds the 
whole of Asia Minor under his dominion, — converts 
(ireciaii towns into INIedian, — commands Assyria and 
Ihdesline, — and even oppresses the viceroy of the Sc- 
leiicuhe, by snatching the wives and daughters of liis 
people from the very throne,"" &c. &c. Luculhis himself 
was so much teyrified at these defeats, and especially 
the soldiers, that lh(‘y were in a manner constrained to 
mutiny and ndreat from fear. In the mean time, Mith- 
ridates attacked them vigorously, and conquered one 
place after anoilier ; so that he gatliered more and more 
slrength daily. — When the Komans heard of the nu- 
merous victories gained l)y Tigran and ilithridates, 
tliey became greatly alarmed ; and Cicero employed his 
eloquence to persuade the senate that they should 
change Tiucullus, and send out Pompey in his stead, 
ile assured them tfiat, as P;impey' was celebrated for 
his bravery, he would soon bring the Avar to a close, 
either by gaining the victory, or else by forming a trnee. 
— Accordingly Pompey was sent out. 

After Mithridates liad distinguished himself by various 
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great ex])Ioit.s, he was at last hroiight to an uiitiiiiely end 
tlircmgh the malice of* Ills sons, who obliged him to take 
poison. (5140.) — He first gave some of it to his Avives and 
daiigliters, and then drank it liimsi'lf. But as liis soul 
delayed its flight on account of the strength of his bodily 
constitution, ho killed himself with the Assistance of his 
soldier, and with difficulty let go his powerful s])irit in 
the year of the world 5140. Dion says, that Mithri- 
dates, even when h(‘ was an old man, and si*vi‘nty y(‘ars 
of age. AA'as still as actiA'c and agile in hatth' as a man of 
thirty. The fame of his heroism Avas spread over thi^ 
whole world, ami Avlnai tlu‘ Venetians heard of' it (5147), 
they re(pi(‘sted him hy letter to come and cominer Italy 
likewise. But he returiUMl for ansAvm*, that hi* would not 
attempt to march into Italy, until he had first secunnl 
his compiests in Asia.’" 

Mithridates ex[)ired after a reign of fifty-six yc'ars. 

5150. About this time the Parthian general, Soorcm or 
Simhat, sIcav the great Homan ginicral CVassns. He 
also destroyed an army of nimdy tlioiisand men under 
Tiucanus, so that scarce ten thousand reniaimsl ; and 
they with difficalty esca])ed to tell of their dn^adful 
defi\at. 

ol()4. Arlavaa/.d 1., sou of Mfigrau ll., reigned five 
years. By abandoning biinseW lo indiAenee and dissipa- 
fion, lie e.veited tlie disgusi of his army; and AntJiony 
took i til and Ids sons cajitive, and chained him in 
gf (leu ^ . , UM-s. 
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5 l()l). Arshain, brotlier of Tigran 11. reigned twenty- 
nine years. 

5198. Abgar, son of Arsliam, reigned over Armenia 
in the town of Mitsbin. He* was mild and good-hearted, 
and .snr|)ass(‘d all his eoniemporaries in beauty and wis- 
dom. On aeeoftiit of his extraordinary mmit he was 
called by tiu* Armenians ‘‘Avakair;'' Avhich signilies 
Idle great man."’ Ihit tlie Assyrians and (ireeks not 
bi'ing abl(‘ to pronounce tliat name correctly, changt'd it 
to Avagar, and then to Aiigar. (5101).) — This nanu‘, like 
that of (desar, Augustus and Idiaraoh, became the ordi- 
• nary appellation of the kings of Edessa. 

A. 1). 1. In tlitf second year ol'the rt*igu of Abgar, a 
decree went out from Augustus to tax all the countries 
under his dominion. At this time our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who is laml over all nations, was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that he might save the people from their 
sins. A census >vas taken of tin* [leople, and the Arme- 
Jiians henceforth liecame tributary to the Komaiis. 

t). Abgar, king of Armenia, paitl a visit to Augustus 
Cjcsar, Avho fornuMl a chise alliance willi him of lovi' and 
friendship. Augustus was astonished at the great beauty 
and M isdom of Abgar, and eniertained him with great 
respect for three years. They thus liecame still more 
closely united in the bonds of frieiidsliip ; and as 
Cmsar was always uinvilling to part with Abgar, Pro- 
<*o|)ius mentions that he invented the following expe- 
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client. When Abgar went out with his j3Coplc to hunt, 
he caught several wild goats, and having taken the earth 
of their respective soils, he ordered it to be brought Into 
the theatre, and the different earths of various countries 
to be placed each in a separate heap. He then let the 
goats loose, each of which ran immediaVely and stood on 
the earth of its native soil. At this, all who were pre- 
sent in the theatre were astonished ; and by this singular 
expedient alone, he pursuaded Ca‘sar to let him depart to 
his native country. Before his departure, Ctesar asked 
whether he wished to receive anything from him ; but 
he answered that he desired nothing excu'pt permission 
to erect a theatre after the Roman fashion in his native 
country. 

9. After his retuni to Armenia, ho built a theatre in 
Mltsbiii, He also erected many other buildings, and 
among i\ie rest a castle, which he called Ahgarashat. 

21, A disagreement having- taken place between the 
sons of Arshavir, Abgar collected an army and marched 
into Persia. He succeeded in reconciling tlie brothers, 
and proclaimed Artashes, who was the (‘Idest of them, 
king of Persia. 

34. TJie deputies of Ahgfar, liaviiig both Jicard of tJic 
miracles performed by Christ, and themselves been eye- 
witnesses of them in Jerusalem, came and gave informa- 
tion thereof to Abgar. When he h(»ard of these mira- 
cles, Ins heart was strongly impressed with the conviction 
th t Jo,-‘ must be the true Son of God. At that time 



THE KINGS OF ARMENIA. 


43 


he laboured under a severe disease, which had afflicted 
him during seven years, and no one could heal it. But 
he waited In faith and hope for a cure from Christ, and 
not being able to go himself, he sent Anaiie in his stead 
as ambassador to the Saviour, with a letter to the fol- 
lowing purport : “ Abgar, son of Arsham, and king of 

Armenia, wishes health to the beneficent Saviour Jesus, 
who has appeared in the country of Judea, I have 
heard of thee, and the cures w'rought by thy hand ; for 
it is said that thou restorest sight to the blind, causest 
the lame to walk, cleansest those afflicted with leprosy, 

• (*astest out unclean spirits, and however long continued 
the disease under which a person may have laboured — 
thou healest it, aiul also ralsest the dead to life. When 
1 had heard all these things eoneerniiig thee, I con- 
cluded cither that thou wert God himself come down 
from heaven, or else the Son of God. Therefore 1 have 
now written unto thee, beseeching thee to come and heal 
the disease by which I am afflicted. I have also heard 
that the Jew's are rising against thee, and seeking to kill 
thee ; but there is a small beautiful town here, which 
will suffice for us both,’’*' &c. 

lie sent gifts by the hand of his ambassadors to the 
liord in the temple, and ordered a painter of the name 
of Ivaness to accompany them. Perhaps this Ivaness 
was in reality Anane himself ; for it is said that he also 
was a painter. Abgar instructed these persons that if 
the Saviour would not vouchsafe to visit him, they 
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should at least take Ins likeness, in order that they 
might place it before him to heal liim of his disease, 
'^riie messengers arrived in Judea on the day of Chiisfs 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 4’heir desire to see 
Jesus, is mentioned by the holy Evangelist John, (*liajL 
xil. V. 20. There were certain (irdoks among them 
that came up to worship at the feast, 'flie same came 
therefore to Philip which was of Jtethsaida of (lalllee, 
and desin'd him, saying, "Sir, we would see Jt‘sus/ 
Philip Cometh and telleth Andrew, ajid again Andrew 
and Philip told Jesus. And Jesus answered tluan, say- 
ing, " 44ie hour is come that the Son of Man sliouhl hit 
glorified.*”’ Truly the hour was come for praising the 
most glorious Son of God. Tha< hour of univ(‘rsal joy 
was at hand, in which he would redeem the most holy 
bride by his blood, and attach himself, 1)y his sulhnangs 
on the cross, to the holy virgin church. He longed for 
this time with inex|)ressible ardour, in which he in- 
tended to display his infinite love to mankind by the 
extension of his world-creating hands ui)on the cross. 

Jesus Christ ordered the apostle Tliomas to write an 
jinswer to Abgar, to the following efieet : — "" Blessed are 
they who hav(^ not setai, and yet have believed. JJiose 
wjIio see me will not believe in me ; but many of (hose 
who do not see me, shall believe and live. You wish 
that I should go to you ; but it beiioves me to perform 
ill place all those things for the saki^ of which I 
' jCAi sent vo AeA'usa\en\. ^V\\e\\ A Avave tvwisWvV 
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tlieni, tlien I , shall ascend to Him tJiat sent me. After 
my ascension, I sliall send thee one of my disciples, vvlio 
will heal thy disease, and hestow eternal life upon thee 
and those tliat are with tliee.’’ 7'he jiainter aforemen- 
tioned made many attempts, hnt without ettect, to draw 
a correct likeness *^of our Saviour. Hut .Ic'sus heing* will- 
ing to satisfy the desire of Abgar and of the painter, 
took a clean handkerchief, and ajiplied it to his divine 
countenance. — In that same hour, hy a miraculous 
power, his features and likeness were rejireseiited on 
the handkerchief. Hedren says that, ‘‘ He affixed his 
seal to the corner of it in seven lettei*s representing 
these words, ^A miracle performed hy God.""" Jesus 
gave the handkerfhi(*f to the amhassadors of Ahgar, 
that they might deliver it to him. along Avith the said 
letter. After the ascension of Christ, 7"liaddeus went 
to Edessa, according to our 8a\iour"s command, and 
healed Ahgar of his sickness. He also baptized him and 
the rest of the inhaliitants, w ho all became true believers. 
Ahgar placed the most holy image made w ithout hands, 
Avlth great veiu*ration in a gilded case, and on the frame 
cut out these wT>rds : He who trusts in the Lord shall 
not he disappointed,"" This first believing king ordered 
that the (‘iitrances to the idolatrous temj)les should he 
blocked up for ever, and that the idols, carved out on 
the walls and pillars, should he destroyed. He over- 
turned the nncletin statues of the Grecian deities which 
he found on the gates of Edessa, and put up the above- 
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mentioned image in their 8tea(l, for the adoration of the 
j)as8c‘rs-by. He also built a iiiaginTicent eliurcb, and 
calltHl it by a certain name, wbicli signified, “ The fall- 
ing asleep of the mother of God/’ Being desirous to 
extend the religion of Christ, he addressed the Boman 
emperor Tiberius on ibe subject, hy letter, advising 
bim to revenge tbe death of Cbrist upon Pilate and tbe 
Jews ; and, that he should himself believe in Christ. 
Tiberius returned an answer, that he was willing to 
believe ; but that it was a common rule among the 
Romans, to acknowdedge no one as a deity, until ap- 
proved of by the senate. lie even endeavoured to ])er- 
suade Artashes, king of Persia, to adopt tin* Christian 
religion. Indeed, during the spac3 ofmearly forty years, 
he ceased not to exhort every one with as firm a faith as 
if he had himself been an Apostle of Christ. — After a 
reign of thirty-eight years, Abgar was transported to 
the eternal kingdom of the Prince of Heaven. 

42. Helen, the first believing queen, and wife of Ab- 
gar, being animated by religion, was unwilling to live 
any longer among Ihigans, after the death of her hus- 
band, and tlierefore changed her place of residence to 
Jeinsalem. This took jdace in the reign of Claudius 
CVesar, at the time of the great drought, Helen sent all 
he • treasures to Egypt, by means of which she bought 
a great »}uantity of millet, and distributed it among the 
poo”. After her death, she was buried at the door of 
tbe \ iviple of .lerusalem. 
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45. Aiiano, .son of Abgar, reigned four years. 

53. Tirit the Arsliakoonian, witli the as.'^istance of 
brother Dariu.s, defeated the Roman general Beat ns, and 
di.spersed tlie armed legions, who fled in confii.sion, leav- 
ing the .staiidard.s and the baggage behind them on the 
field of battle. tLc historian Taakeed says, “ that the 
Roman generals, Beatus and Corbiilo, were so afflicted 
with shame and sorrow at the defeat of their armies, 
that wlien they met, they wept from grief, and eonld not 
salute each other."’ At last Corbulo besought Darius, 
king of Per.sia, by a suppliant letter, that he would per- 
ihit his brother Tirit to go and receive from Nero the 
crown and government of Upper Armenia. Darius 
yielded to his petition, and sent Tirit to Rome. Nero 
paid him royal honour, and having bestowed on him the 
diadem <and many presents, sent him back to Upper 
Armenia. 

()8. Eriiand II. an Ar-shakoonian by the mother’.s side, 
reigned twenty years. He built the towns of Eruanda- 
shat, Eruandakert, and Bakaran. 

88. Arta.shes II. son of Sanatrook, having returned 
from Per.sia with an arim^. niifurled his standards, repre- 
senting an eagle, a dove, and the head of a dragon. 
He gave orders to blow the brazen trumpet.s, and lie 
then fell haughtily upon Eruand, who was his enemy, 
and killed him. After this he undertook the govern- 
ment of Armenia, in which he founded a great number 
of schools, and eslablished good order throughout the 
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whole empire. He also conquered the king of Alan, 
and took his heautiful daughter Satirik to wife. He 
put the Roman armj u ftJi their king Trajan to flight : 
and after a reign of forty-one years he expired, and was 
magnificently buried. 

li^9. Artavazd 11. sou of Artashes 11. reigned two 
years. 

181. Tiran 1. son of Artashes T I. reigned twenty- 
one years. 

152. Tigran HI. brother of Tiran I. reigned forty- 
two years. 

194, Vagharsh, son of Tigran TH. Iniilt a town on 
the spot where he was born, and called it Vagharshavan. 
He renewed a town of the name of Artimed, and calh‘d 
it Vagharshajiat, or “ New Town and that, not w ith- 
ovit the secret providence of God ; for it became in truth 
a new town when tlie only begotten Son of God adorned 
it aiuwv by his descent. 

Note. — Though it had already existed for 1620 
years, it afterwards Ix'came the chief tow n of all Arme- 
nia, the temple of God, and the abode of the only be- 
gotten Son of tiod : because tln^it in it, in the plains of 
Araiat, was built the monastery of Etchniiatzin, the 
mother of the w orld and the glory of all Armenia ! 

Vagharsh w as killed in battle, after a reign of tw enty 
years. 

2 i i. Khosrov 1. son of Vagharsh, seeAdng to revenge 
th ' «' ' til of his father, marched with a numerous army 
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nguiihst the people of JIazir and Bazil, and subdiuMl 
them. He chose one out of every hundred, as a host- 
age, ill order to secure the fidelity of the rest ; and after 
erecting a nioiiuinent in honour of his victory, he re- 
turned to Armenia. He defeated Adashir, king of 
Persia, pursuedfhim as far as India, and conquered the 
whole of the Persian empire. He built the town of 
Tabriz, and built many houses in various other jilaces. 
In the midst of these jiraise worthy endeavours after 
improvement, he was villanously murdered by a certain 
Parthian, named Anak, in the forty-fifth year of his 
► reign. 

21(). During the time of Khosrov, Abgar, son of 
Maanea, was king of Edessa. He professed the Chris- 
tian religion, and was a man of great sagacity. Diony- 
sius, the historian, also mentions other twenty-six kings 
of Edessa. 

281. Tridat, son of Khosrov I., even when at tlie 
court of Borne, astonifdied the peojile by his great 
bravery. In the career of lieroiMii, he sur[)assed all his 
competitors, and excelled even Sampson and Hercules 
in strength. He displayed his proc ess at Borne, by 
stopping, with one hand, the course of a chariot yoked 
with four horses, from which lie ])ulled down his anta- 
gonist to the ground. (283.) He also seized two wild 
bulls, broke their horns, and completely fractured their 
skulls. — A particular account of these and his other 
brave exploits, is given by Agatlvangel. For these feats 

K 
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of valour (^^80), Diocletian gave him the crown, and 
sent him with a eoiisiderahle force into Armenia. 
When tlie chiefs and grandees of Armenia were in- 
forme<l of his aj)|)roach, they went out to meet him 
with great joy and acclamation. (1288.) With these 
nohles, dhidat (Mitered Armenia, and* retook all tin' 
towns which had Ih^imi coiKjuered hy the .Persians, 
Assyrians, and others. Shapoor, king of lV*rsia, gather- 
(‘(1 an army, and was so daring as to attack him ; hut 
d'ridat fearlessly rc'pelled force hy force, and put his 
troops to flight. 1I(‘ sl(‘w givat nnmhers of the Persian 
army, and d(‘stroy('d a lu rd of (‘I(‘j)]iants, •» 

Tridat now took to wife the daughter of Ashkarad, 
king of Alan, who was not irderior in^bc'auty to 'Tridat 
hims(*lf. When slie was j)r(*sented to him, he ordered 
that she should he written in as an Arshakoonian. She 
was then dresst‘d for the uujitials in ])urple rolies, and 
adorned with a diadem : and after their marriage', I'ri- 
dat jiroclainuMl her <puM‘n of all Armenia. d’o them 
was horn a son, called Khosrov tin' Tjcss. 

Tridat caused St. (hvgoiy, after he had hemi tor- 
mented in vari(»us ways, to he (*ast into a deep ditch, 
filled with ferocious serpents, and with all kinds of 
v'‘piiles. St. (in'gory contimuMl in it for fifteen yi'ars. 
At this time (800), the holy daughtm* of heaven, and 
most unhic'inished virgin, Hipsim, arrived in the land of 
Arro d, witli thirty-sevcm otlier virgins and tlieir attimd- 
o'ds, .fo all sufleri'd martyrdom from 'I’ridat. For 
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tliese oriinos, tlu* kin<)’ ami liis nobles were puiiislied l>y 
the jiidgnieiits of Ood. (301.) But at last an aiigel 
apjiearcd to the lioly virgin Kliosrovidokht, tlie sister 
of Tridat, and ordered that St. (Jregoiy should be taken 
out of the diteh, in whieh he had now been fifteen years. 
During this pefiod, he was indelded for sustenance to a 
ceitain |)ious widow, who was influenced by l^rovideiice 
to let down for him into the ditch a piece of bread each 
<lay. In conformity with the abovementioned order, 
St. Gn^gory was immediately taken out of the ditch, and 
when he had oflered up a [)rayer, the king, and all the 
oth(‘rs wlio had been punished along with him, were 
delivered by tlie grace of God from their incurable 
diseases. , 

The Armenians, to the number of four millions, were 
now for th(^ first tijne baptized, and converted to the 
knowledge of the true God, and of the Christian faith : 
the darkness of idolatry was dispersed, and a magnill- 
cent church erected ; nafnely, the holy monastery of Etch- 
niiatzin,* on which St. Gregory erected the sign of the 

* The monastery of Ktchmiatzin exists even at the present day. 
1 had occasion to travel in Georgia and Armenia towards the 
latter end of last year (1835i), and availed myself of the opportu- 
nity to visit this very ancient monastery. It is situated about 
four hours’ ride t(» the west of Erivan, and commands an excellent 
view of Mount Ararat. The monastery is surrounded by a strong 
high wall, in the form of a scpiare, and a part of the building is 
appropriated to the reception and accommodation of strangers. 
It is the ordinary place of residence of the patriarch or head of 
the Armenian clergy, and contains about thirty monks. It has 

E 2 
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cross. (303.) The inunber of helicvers so increased, that 
Bt. (U*ot»ory ordained no less than four hundred of those 
who had formerly been heathen prit‘sts, to he bishops, 
and also a ^a*eat niunher of ecclesiastics. Agathangvl* 
says that King 'Jhidat requested St. Gregory to remain 
with him, that they might preach the gA)spel of Christ 
together; but he would not consent; and in order to 
avoid human esteem, retired tt) the wildcnness. Here 
he led so holy a life, that during the s[)ace of foj ty days 
and forty nights he eat bread only once ; and he ])er- 
severed in this course until th(* day of his death.'*'’ H(*- 
garding the devotediU‘ss of ^Tridat, and his love to God, 
Agathangel further atlds that the pious ^'ridat sta ved 
Christ with the dee])est devotion to th/^ rt^ligion of his 

also a school for about the same number of boys, who are educated 
for monastic orders. 'Flieir education, I found, was comlucted 
by an Armeifnin deacon, of the name of Mesrop David, wlio spoke 
the English language llueritly. He had acquired a knowledge of 
the English at JJishoj» s College in Calcutta, into which he said 
he was admitted at the recommendation of the late llishop Heher. 
When he had finished his education in the college, he returned to 
his native country of Ararat, with the patriotic design of endea- 
vouring to effect some improvement in the education of his fellow-- 
countrymen. TrA \ SLA TOtt. 

* Agathangel flourished in the beginnirfg of the fourth century. 
He was secrelary to 'f r’nlat, king of Armema, aud wrote t\\e \\\s- 
toij of Ins own times. He is very diffuse in Ids accounts of the 
pagan temples and idols, and of the heathen deities. He also 
enlarges much on the introduction and (subsequent ?) deebne of 
the Christian religion in Armenia. This coin{)o>ition was first 
printed a- fyonstantinople in the year 1701), in one quarto vidume 
of AQH pi./:*’ . There are translations of it in the (Ireek and Latin 
languaj^es, out exceedingly incorrect. 
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<liscl])le8. 'I'lie faiiiG of the ufreat piety of Tridat 
reached the suhordiiiute Prince Migran, king of tlie 
GeorgianH, and hy tlie exhortations of the holy virgin 
Noonia, a co-labourer of Kipsiin, lie and all his jieople 
were induced to adojit the Christian religion, and sent to 
iiKjuiiH* of Sl.tirregory what rnles to observe for the 
newly l>aj)tized (ieorgians. He ord(*r(‘d them to de- 
molish their idol Oromazd, and to (‘levate the sign of 
tlu‘ cross in its stead. The Georgians lauglied, and said 
that their groves were filled witli this wood. Put sud- 
denly tlu‘re appeared in the air a brilliant light, rejire- 
si'iiting a cross, surroumhMl by twelvi* stars, which gave 
forth a heavenly odour: when the ]>eople beheld this, 
tlu'y all lu'lieved, and worshipped with bended knees. 
After this, St. Gregory sent the requisite number of 
bisho})s and jiriests, who should jireach to them the 
knowledge of the true (iod.'^ 

I'ridat signalized hirnsidf by his many great ex])Ioits, 
in whicli he snrjiassed even Hercules and other heroes ; 
and thus plaited for hims(*lf an unfading crown of glory 
in the lifi? to come. He exjiired in the eighty-fifth year 
of his age, after a ri;ign of fifty-six years. 

rStO. It is attested hy fifteen historians, and parti- 
cularly hy Theodoros and ’rheo])hanes, that at this 
jieriod, the holy ])atriarch, James of Mitsbin, (*onsin 
of St. Gn'gory, was desirous to settle the disputes of 
Uie heatluais, who did not believe in the \iniversal 
deluge, nor (hat the Ark of Noah rested on Mount 
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Ararat : and, therefore^ /je attempted, with great labour 
and fervent zeal, to reach the top of the mountain witli 
his ecclesiastics, that lie inigiit obtain a piece of the Ark 
to convince them. James and his attendants several 
times reached the middle of the monntain ; l)ni when 
they looked np, they seemed to he* no* nearer the top 
than when they began the ascent.* In tliis manner 
they spent ten days Avithont either eating or diinking, 
and were at last so exhausted hy thirst, that tln'y 
earnestly entreated the patriarch for a snp])ly of watt*)*. 
He fell n])on hi.s knees, ainl after he had t)ffered np a 
prayer, and pi*ost)'ated himself three tinu‘s n|>on the 
ground, a fountain of water broke ont on the spot, and 
relieved their thirst, 'fhe fountain exMsts t'vt'ii to this 
day and performs miracles. Uie ])atriarch now heard 
the voice of an angel exclaiming ‘‘James! James!’' 
Jit* answered, “ I am here, Lortl !” The angt*l said, 
‘‘Arise! take this piece of wood Avhich is hesitle thee, 
and hasten back, for thon canst not gt) beyt)nd this 
place ; ht*canse the road is blocked np.’" I’lie patiiareh 
luistoned to Armenia with the piece of u'ootl, by means 
of Avhich he j)erforiiied miracles, ^sncli as j*ais[iig the 
dead to lift*, healing tlecayetl limbs, walking on the 
.vater as if upon tlrv land, &:c. 

* Many oi* the Armenians continue to tliis day to think that 
\\ie aui.i'W.t OI Mowul Ataral \s inacces^WAe *, but Mr.liatTol, a 
(iermaii tiaveller, succeeded some years ago in reaching the toj> 
of "hat I' . utain, in rornjiany with an Armenian vardapet or 
deacon. — T u a n s r a t o n . 
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J\ Iiosiov 1 /. son of I'ridat, ioi’^'IKmI jjijic V(‘ais. 

Tiraii II. soji of Kliosrov II. reigned sixteen 

years. 

Tlu* Messed voivode, an<l most foj*tiinate of 
grandees, nanudy, St. Stn-gius, saw a vision in the reign 
of the wieked .ftdian, in which he was commanded hy 
(lod to remove to Ai-menia. In consequence of this, he 
distrihnied his goods among the poor, and set off with 
his son jMartiross, to 'Tiran II. king of Armenia. 

Tiran rc'ceivcsl them Isjtli witli great respect, 
hat IxMiig afraid of Julian, lie sent them to Sha]>oor, 
king of Persia, who appointed St. Sergins to he his 
cimnnand(‘r-in-cliief against .lulian himself. But the 
celohrat(‘d St, Surgius preached tlu* religion of the true 
(lod before King Shapoor, with destruction to the idols 
and lying gods of the Persians. For this action, he and 
his sou received the fate of martyrdom, which they 
sutfereil with a heroical spirit to the gloiy of dirist ; 
and thus render(*d famofis the latter part of their days. 

rhid. Arshak 11. son of Tiran 11. reigned eighteen 
yi‘ars. 

Varnzdat succeeded to the throne of Armenia. JMoses 

«• 

of Khoren narratvs concerning him, that ‘Mie was bold 
even from liis iidancy; and when In* arriv ed at the years 
of maturil y, he was brave and strong, and v ei*}' skilful in 
l\ie use of the bow. At the court of Ciesav, lie displayed 
his prowess in various single comhats. lie slew five 
combatants, killed several lions, and pulled down seven- 
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teon warriors from a wall as if lie liad been tearing fruit 
off a tree.'**’ 

The country of Armenia being greatly molested by 
robbers, Varazdat set out in pursuit of them. They 
immediately took to flight, and when they had crossed 
the river Euphrates, destroyed the bridge over which 
they had passed, that he might not lx* able to follow 
them. But Varazdat swam over with amazing speed 
to the other side of the Euphrates, which, in that ))lac(‘, 
was twenty-two |)aces broad. The robbers were so 
terrified at this action, that they thr(‘w down their 
swords and surn^ndered. lie distinguished himself by 
many other great exploits during a reign of four years ; 
but was killed by Theodosius Ca*sar. « 

Arshak Ilf. son of Paj), reigned five years.* 
Vagharshak If. son of Pap, reigned one year. 

.S88. Kliosrov III. reigned live years. 

81)2. Vramsha])ooh, brother of Khosrow succeeded to 
the government of Armcj/ia. Tie was mild and mag- 
nanimons, and in hin govei nine/it was a lover of pence. 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of this industrious 
king, in the twelfth of Arcadius Ciesar, and eighth of 
Azkeit, king of Persia, /. c. in the yenv of our Lord 
l()(i, Mesrop witnessed a vision by the power of the 
Holv Spirit, in which he saw a right hand holding a 
p(‘n, r.iid marking out the hdters of the Arnnmian 
al|)hab <»n a hard stone. Mesrop also inv(‘nte(I tin* 
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Georgian characters. Vramsliapooh died in the twenty- 
first year of his reign. 

420. Vartan T., son of Haniazasp, was made a general 
in the year 420, by Theodosius Cjcsar. He was also 
appointed by Vrain, king of Persia, to be general of 
Armenia, and Aief of the family of Mamikon. Azkert, 
the lU'xt king of Pi‘rsia, confirmed him in these dig- 
nities ; and, moreover, created him viceroy of the whole 
empire. This \^irtan, in the presence of Azkert, and 
before a numerous assembly of Persian elders, openly 
proclaimed the divinity of Christ, and, with evident 
indignation, exju’essed his contempt of their deceit- 
ful dogmas. The nobles of Armenia had yielded to 
these errors in 4)rd(‘r to please King Azkert ; but St. 
Vartan, like a firm defender of the faith, rebuked them 
for their errors with acrimony. At last, when he per- 
ceived till' reproach which the hypocrisy of Vasak and 
others occasioned to religion, and more especially, when 
he saw tlie universal decline of rehgion itself, he gathered 
all that he had, and removed to Greece, with the inten- 
tion of leaving Armenia for ever. The nobles were 
thrown into disorder on seeing the danger which threat- 
ened the emj>ire, and ^^asakalso became alarmed for his 
own safety. fhey therefore agreed unanimously, that 
Vartan, the firm defender of the faith, should he recall- 
ed, and that if their invitations were ri'jected, they 
should even go for him themselves. A letter of entreaty 
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wvi^ accoiiVmo'ly drawn up, eontaiiun*:;’ a promise sworn 
to 0)1 tlie four gospels, that if lie would only return, 
they would suhiiiit themselves to his authority, and Join 
him for the juirjiose of expellin<if the armies of Persia out 
of Armenia. 'Idiey sent this letter hy the liands of Le- 
vond, the priest, recpiestino* that he woiVld he graeiously 
[)leased to make haste, and save the empire, hy his re- 
turn, from the errors imposed on it hy the heathens. 
St. A artan sparc'd not his own life, hut preferred to 
sulfer death rather than that eitluT his eountiy or tln^ 
lioly ehiireh should receive damage ; and, therefore. In* 
came freely forward to death after tin* e\amph‘ of our 
Lord and Saviour, who shed his own hlood I'or the de- 
liverance of many. At his return, aP the not)les, and 
also the common pi'ople, joineil with one consent, and 
went out alonj^ with Vasak to meet him, and receive him 
with diw respect. Peini>’ aeain procIninK'd eomumnder- 
iji-chief of all Armenia, 8t. X’^artan, with tJu* consent of the 
patriarchs and noliles (4dO), seilt an emhassy, under the 
direction of a man named Adoin, to 'riieodosius Pa'sar, 
re (pies tint/ assistance, on the strength of an alliance of 
friendship formerly concluded liy the Ri>mans with dhi- 
dat, and which Mdieodosius would have fulfilled, had not 
his death occurred that same year to prevent it. Ihit 
his Vji eroy, the wicked Martian, slightiHl the jironiise of 
l'h(‘ 0 ('«Ksius ; for he violated the sanctity of treaties, and, 
contra.’ < o tin' laws of nations, took those amhassadors 
of pciice, and delivered (hem up to Azkert, encouragini^’ 
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him also in his malicious designs of infringing upon the 
church. 

The great Vartan now set about destroying the idol- 
atrous temples of the apostates. He gave up the de- 
testable Vaud to be burned in Atroshaii, and ordered 
his son Shero to %e hanged on a tree. lie drove all the 
magicians and the heathen priests out of the empire, 
and abolished idolatry almost entirely. Some of the 
magicians fled and took shelter in an imj)regnable fort- 
ress ; but its sti*ong walls immediately gave way at the 
word of St. Vartan, and when he made the sign of the 
• cross, tlu'y fell without any one touching them. T'his 
struck such teri’or into the people, that they began of 
(|]< ir own accord to demolish their idols, and abandonc.'d 
llie lying interpretation of the magi(*ians. St. Vartan 
now gave orders to the clergy to erect a church, and 
dispense tJie lioly sacrament to all, after which he joined 
battle against Mooslikan, tlie wicked general of Azkert. 
Ihit, though the blessed •Vartan fought with great bra- 
very, and killed great numbers of the enemy, he fell in 
tin’s battle along>* with the rest of his fellow-labourers ; 
and thus his distinguished exploits were brought to an 
end in the year 451 Vartan reigned thirty-one years 
in all, and was transported to the eternal mansions of 
joy. lie and his companions, to the number of one 
thousand and thirty-six indivnluals, received the fate of 
martyrdom ; and their names are marked in the Book 
of Life of tlu* King of Heaven. 
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Artashes III., son of Vramsliapooli, reigned six 

years. 

482. Valian the Great, son of Huinayeak, the hrotlicr 
of the great Vartan, gathered such of the Arinenian 
chiefs as professed the same religion witli liimst‘lf, and 
rose against the l^ersian general At(j*vis]ianas|), and 
against the apostate Armenians who had Joined liini. 
VVith the assistance of Isaac the Hagratoonian, and 
tliice hundred cliristians, lie defeated and dispersed 
seven tlionsand men. Vahan, heing ])rocIaimed hy tlie 
Armenians to he their commamha-in-chief, succeediMl, 
with the assistance of his chiefs, in defeating the army 
of Phirooz, king of Persia; at wljich JMiirooz was so 
mncli grieved, that in mder to avenge liimself, In* caused 
Yard, tlie brother of Vahan, to he put in chains. Hut, 
hy the will of God, he was delivtavd miraculously from 
cliains witliont any one toncliing him, and returned to 
Arjiienia, to Iiis brother Vahan. 

Vahan the Great, with only thirty of his hrave com- 
rades, fouglit against an annyof five tJjonsajid imm, coni- 
mam/ed by the IVrsian geinaa/ Sopooh, w/iic/i he defeated 
v\\\A iYvspevseA VvVie vv Vevd of cows*. IusUwvaw Iav/aw 

Pharl)etsi* takes notice of this transaction, and even 

* f^azar Pharbetsi flourished in the fifth century. lie wrote 
a history of the events whi^-.h took ]>lace during the space of 
nine! / -seven years, namely, from the year 388 to 4H.5. lie is very 
carefi.l to preserve exactness in his statements, and to leave 
i )thci;** ' at tliat may serve to gratify the reader. Though his 
language is not high , yet if is pleasant anil agreeable. A heauti- 



THE KINGS OF ARMENIA. () I 

Sepooli himself, the Persian general, gives an aeemiiit 
of this transaction, which occiiiTed in the reign of Vag- 
harsh, brother of Pheerooz, and says, '^i'hey were 
indeed brave men ; but it is difficult to explain, and 
almost incredible, that so small a number of men should 
have risen againi?t a large army. 1 cannot but regard 
the transaction as new and su])ernatural ; and no one 
that hears of it will believe, that thirty men had the 
boldness to attack three thousand men, and far li‘ss, 
that they did so with success. But the truth is, that, 
like dexterous mowt*rs, who mow the hay with a sharp 
‘scythe, and gather it into a single heap; these Vahani 
attacked us, great as our numbers were, and fought so 
dexterously, tliat they destroyed nearly the whole corps, 
killing even the terrible Odeehon, chief of the Siini. I 
imagined that ( ulechou alone, with al>out ten men, might 
have annihilated them ; whereas many of the soldiers 
whom they killed were among the most celebrated in 
Persia, and would by no* means turn their backs But 
hardly any one dared to look at them ; for they seemed 
to us to be gods, and not men.*” 

48 k After the defeat of Sepooh, and the death of tlie 
apostate Gdeehon, Vahaii returned to the province of 
Ararat, to the town of Vagharsliapat, and having- enter- 
ed the holy church of Etchmiatzin, oliered up thanks 


ful edition of this work was printed in one volume octavo, in the 
year 17 . 0 .*?, under the care and inspection of tlie Armenian monks 
in the monastery of St. Lazaro^ near Venice. 
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to God. He tlioii iniinediately set about re-ostablisli- 
ing the (‘liurcli of God. lie rode tbroiigli all the dif- 
ferent towns, destroyed the idolatrous temples, and 
caused churches to be built in their stead. Lazar 
Pharbetsi says, ‘‘He introduced innuiniuable improve- 
ments throughout the whole of Armibiia, ami by his 
exhortations induced others to adopt the like measures. 
And thus, having distinguished hims(‘If l)y his virtue and 
bravery, more esj)ecially having ]»eeii the delivcavr of the 
empire, the adorner of the church of God, tlie saviour of 
the peoph‘, and the luMiefactor of ArnuMiia, lu‘ was trans- 
porttal to life eternal, after an eventt'ul rt'ign of thirty 
years. (olO.) Ma}’ his memory be blessetl for ever !''' 

51<S. Mzhezh, the Kuoonian, govnaied Armenia as 
vici*roy for thirty years. 

In the re/gu of the Hm|)(*ror ./ustujiau, t/ie city 
of Edessa was besi(*g(*d by Khosrov, king of Pcrsin : 
but being informed that the city must of necessity re- 
main unhurt, be(*ause it had received a blessing from 
Christ the Saviour, and couhl not be com/uerect hy its 
enemies *, be n as nu\e\\ grieved, and set about contriving 
various methods to destroy the wall. But the afliighted 
* jhabitants turned to God for h(‘lp. That same night 
iliere aj)|)eared to Bishoj> Evghagh, a certain beautiful 
woman, who stated that, under the town gate, wus an 
image of Christ the Saviour, suspended on the wall. 
“ Tai t,'" said the woman, “from that ])lace, for by 
it you shall oldain d(‘li\ eraiice.’** Hu removing the wall, 
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the bi.slio]) aetiially found tlie iniaoo, and beside it was 
a lamp, that had continued burning since the time of 
Addeus tlie patriarch, a sj)ace of 505 years ! The 
bisho]) received this image with Joy, and liastened with 
it to tin* very })lace where the unbelievers had already 
dug under the Walls, bc'low which they were in the act 
of placing iires. He let fall a drop of tlie oil that 
burned in the lam[» ii])on the enemy''s fire, and in a 
moment, the flame burst forth, sjiread itself in all di- 
rections, and consumed the enemy who endt'avoured in 
vain to reach the Christians. Hy these and the like 
' miracles, the enemy suffered great damage, and were at 
last forced to take refuge in flight. Khosrov was de- 
sirous to repay lihnself for this loss, and, therefore, made 
an attack ujiou the city of S(‘rgio[)olis, where tbe relics 
of the invincible uarrior, St. Sergius, were deposited. 
He jilundered all the church treasures and oi’iianunits, 
among the number of which there was a golden cross, 
set with jirecious stones,'® brought as an olfering to the 
(‘liurcii by tlie Enijieror Justinian, and the Empress Tlie- 
odora. Not sati>^tied even with this, Khosrov presumed 
to toiufli the relics of St. Sergius, uhich were kt'pt in 
a silver <*asket. Hut at the v 'ry moment when his 
soldiers were about to de.*>»poil these precious gifts, they 
Were seized with a sudden panic ; for tlu‘y saw an 
innumerable company of armed knights upon the walls. 
'I'he affrighted Khosrov exclaimeil, that these were mi- 
racles performed by the invincible bisho]) of (lod, St. 
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Sergius : aiul, al'ter lie luul extolled tlie eliristian religiou, 
he made his retreat, and did not dare to take anything. 

550. Nerses the Haikan, king of tlie Kotatsi. The 
historians Procopius, Azapt, Evagarus, Tlieoplianes, and 
others, narrate concerning him, tliat he distinguished 
himself in (u-ee(*e, and in the country of Italy, by 
the snpi'riority and excellence of his intellect, the 
rare fjiialities of his soul, liis strict fidelity, indefa- 
tigable industry, invincible patieiice, uncommon strengtli, 
and noble appearance; and by his other endowments 
of nature and of virtue. lie gained the respect of 
the nobles, and more espe(*ially of tlu‘ Einj>eror .Tus- 
tinian, by whom he was a|)pointed chief treasunn* of the 
empire, and was made a senator, lu these oflices he 
gave great satisfaetion. .lustinian also made him com- 
mander-in-chief of the army, in which capacity he j>er- 
fornied many great actiojis. lie obtained the victory 
over all his enemies both in Italy and other pla(*es ; so 
that he aetjuired for himself the appellation of “the 
brave."” He continued to r(*side in Roiiir until the day 
of his death, which took place in the year 572. Aiias- 
tasius says tliat, “ so long as he remained in Italy, it 
was fnll of joy and pleasure. He was loved by all, ami 
espec ially by the i^)pe of Rome, who prized hiiiir as a 
jirecious eye.'’ We are told by Evagarus tliat, “he was 
always very zealous in the paying of lionour and adora- 
txUi to ne most holy mother of God; so that he never 
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commenced ii battle witli any one until he was assured 
of the holy mother's consent.” 

Vartan IL, son of Vasak, reigned seven years. 

580. Morik, or Mauritieus the Haikan, general of the 
Eastern regiment of the Greek Emperor Tiberius, was 
a native of the •s illage of Hoshakan, in the province of 
Ararat. He defeated the Persians with great slaughter, 
took from them several towns, and expelled them out of 
Armenia the Less. The Emperor Tiberius wished to 
reward Morik for his great bravery, by conferring on 
him the distinction which he merited ; and, therefore, 
made him his son iu-law. Moreover, when he consider- 
ed the siij)erior intellect of Morik, and especially the 
success that he nvit with in all his undertakings, he was 
induced at his death, Avhich happened that same year, 
to deliver up to him the whole Grecian empire. After 
ascending the imperial throne, Morik distinguished him- 
self by his bravery and other virtues more than ever ; 
and thus proved that h« was well worthy of that high 
dignity. It is said that he sent some trustworthy per- 
sons to his aged father, who resided in the village of 
Hoshakan, to invite him to come and share in his ho- 
nours ; but he requested, in case he was unwilling to 
come, that he would at least supply him with a few 
useful maxims. When the messengers arrive<l, they 
found the old man labouring in his garden; and when 
they revealed to him the proposal of the lunperor, he 
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unswored, “ It doen not become mo to })lume myself on 
being the father of a king.’’ After he had made thirf 
remark, he began to pull np the largest of the cabbages 
by the roots, break tliem, and afterwards scatter the 
leaves upon the ground. On the other hand, he paid 
particular attention to such of the cablufges as were only 
bogiiming to grow, by watering them, &c. '^blie am- 
bassadors concluded tliat the old man was insane, and, 
on their return to the emperor, narrated to him the 
whole circumstances. Hut he penetrated the hidden 
meaning of his father, smiled, and said nothing. He 
soon after ])ut his father’s instructions into practici', by 
discharging all persons of raidc from office, and choosing 
others to fill their places from the lower classes of the 
peo[)le. He made many other wise regulations, and, by 
his superior wisdom and bravery, succeeded in establish- 
ing peace throughout Greece and Armenia ; so that it 
afterwards became a proverb among the Armenians to 
say, “ You sit as free tiom cah* as iji the days of Mo- 
rik.'' (0.9 1.) Hy means of his generals, Nerses and 
Mooslu^gh, Morik rej)laced Khosrov TI. on the throne of 
Persia; and Khosrov bestowed on Morik the towns of 
Dar and Mitsbiii, as a mark of his gratitude. But at last 
a Grecian general, of l\ie xiame of Pallas, tnrneA Irailor, 
and a !>ired to the throne. He excited the Roman army 
.against the Emperor Morik, and barbarously put liim to 
death, Riler strangling five of his sons before his eyes. — 
Morik n igaed twenty j ears. ^ 
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020. Mzliezli, tlic Kiiooiiiaii, was ai)i)ointeO to hv 
ireneral of Armenia by the Euij)eror lleraclius, in the 
year 020. lie is taken notice of by Tlieoplianes, 8t. 
Nicopliorus, Anastasias, IFedren, Zoiiar, and others, who 
state that he was a grandson of Mzhet the viceroy, 
and a brave, handsome man. In an ex})edition against 
Khosrov, king of Persia, he destroyed the town of Ta- 
briz, and put to flight the army’ of the Persian comman- 
der-in-chief, Khoudav (067), whom he took prisoner, and 
presented along with other five men of rank to Heracliiis. 
After the death of lleraclius, the 0 reeks mumimously 
‘proclaimed Mzhezh to be their king, on account of his 
eminent bravery and c»ther laudable qualities, and ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ Long •live our Emperor !*’" They also put 
Heraclius*’ grandson to death in a bath. For an ac- 
count of these transactions, see Theophanes, Anastasiiis, 
and Zonar. But, as soon as Constantine heard of this 
shameful event, he raised a numerous army, and march- 
ed against Mzhezh, whom he put to death, along with 
the other conspirators. 

685. Ashot, the son of Burat, reigned four years. 

090. Nerseh 111. governe<l Armenia as pro-consul six 
years. 

Simbat VTI. governed Armenia as commander-m- 
ehicf nine years. He was then laid hold of by Ab- 
dullah,* sovereign of the Ishmaelites, and sent in chains, 

Abdullah was Khalif at Medina from the year 683 to the 
year 694. 

F 2 
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aJoii^»* witli the Patriarch Isaac, to Damascus. The 
Higli Priest John, Arcliimaiulrite Ste])heii, and others, 
tell us that this holy man, Isaac, sent messengers to 
Moliainined,* requesting ])ermission to visit him, whicli 
was granted. But in the mean time he was taken ill 
and died. Before Ins death, he wr()te a persuasive 
letter with his own hand to Mohammed, which was to 
the following eflect : — “ This letter is written hy the 
hand of me, the Armenian Patriarch Isaac, to thee, O 
Mohammed ! commander-in-chief. I was deputed to 
thee hy our peoi)le; but the Guardian of souls now re- 
quires my spirit to go to him, so that 1 cannot see thy 
face, &(•.'**’ Isaac continued to hold this letter in his 
hand even after death, having ordered his archdea- 
cons to let it remain so, in order that Moliannned, 
when he should (•ome and read the letter himself, might 
have compassion on them. When Mohammed received 
the news of his death, he said, Had he been alive, 
he would have come to me ; but since he is d(‘ad, I 
must go to him.” lit* also gave orders that the body 
should not be buried until he arrived. WJien Moham- 
med entered the place where the body lay, lie said in his 
own dialect, ‘‘ Salam Aleikum !” The holy patriarch re- 
turned the salute w ith a wave of his hand, as if he W'ore 

* I have not been able to ascertain which Mohammed this is 
ti whoir I he author refers; hut it certainly cannot he the false 

prophet him.self, bei ause that famous imposter died in the ye.'ii' 
of our Lord 63 ^. — TitANbi.ivTOK. 
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aJivc, and delivered to liiiii the letter. At this he was 
greatly astonished; and when he had read over the 
petition, he answered, ^‘This thy request is already 
granted, O thou honoured man of God !''' Therefore he 
wrote a paper iminediately for the per[)etual liberty of 
our people ; anft ordered the corpse to be carried to 
Armenia under an escort, and consigned to the earth. 
Mohammed returned to his own country; and, l)y his 
persuasion, the sovenagn of the Ishmaelites set all the 
Armenian captives at liberty. With regard to this oc- 
curriMice, the High Ih-iest John remarks, that '•‘God had 
thus reiuUu’ed Tsaac^s death more useful than his life."* 

711. JMiili|)icus the llaikaii, son of Vartan emperor 
of Greece, brought Armenia the fourth time under the 
power of the Greeks, and transported thither many of 
the Armenians from other provinces. 

741. Artavazd the Haikau became son-in-law of the 
Emj)eror-Leo ; he attained to that dignity by the ser- 
vices which he had rendered Leo. Theophanes, lledren, 
Zonal’, and others, say that Artavazd was brave, strong*-, 
majestic, zealous for the faith, and so fortli; on which 
account the Grecian noblemen were much attached to 
him, and the Patriarch Anastasius put the crown upon 
his head, and coiisecrat(‘d him to be emperor. Artavazd 
was soon afterwards killed by Kopronimus. 

760. Sahak, the Bagratoonian, reigned ten years. 

Sol). Ashot I., son of Simbat, was an illustrious cha- 
racter, and the first person of Bagratoonian origin that 
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became king of Armenia. The High Priest John* says, 

that ‘‘ he was a man of remarkable piety, great wisdom, 
and extraordinary bravery. He furthermore adds, 
that liis stature was above the conuiion, bis eyesight 
acute, and his face manly and attractive. He was ex- 
ceedingly prudent and agreeable in c(!nvevsation, and 
very cautious against excess in liis meat and drink. 
Like a true father of his subjects, he was e(|ually gra- 
cious and condescending to all of them ; and, whether 
rich or poor, they received from him the same justici* 
and condescension. In short, whatever was (*alculated 
to rend(‘r his subjects liappy, was an obj(*ct of bis c are. 
He preserved a remarkable consistency in his mode of 
life, and would never tolerate either vnxury or useless 
pom]) ; so that he took no part in the vain pursuits of 
this world.'" 

<859. The rumour of Ashot's great exploits, and the 
happy condition of his subjects, having reached the ears 

Ahmed, sovereign of the Islnnaelites, it had the (‘fleet 
of apj)easing’ his furious and brutal tenij)er, and he was 
constrained to conduct Iiimself with a grentor ivgard to 

’ John the Priest, patriarch of the Armenians, /lourished 
hetweca the ninth and tenth c,enturics. He wrote a history of 
Armenia from the time of Ilaik to the year of our Lord 920 . 
in this Icstory the greatest care is taken to preserve order and 
cxactnet ;, ^nd it is written in language whiidi is at once chxpient 
aiui pe)^u iaive. Among the Armenians, it holds the same ])lare 
that the history of T'itus Livins did among the Uoinans; and it 
^ci ves as a model in the art ol rhetoric. 
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coiiscieiiee than formerly, and with more magnanimity. 
Ahmed had therefore a strong desire to give lionour to 
Ashot, and sent him many presents by the hand of one 
of his nobles. He also gave liim a richly ornamented 
robe, and appointed him to be commander-in-cbief over 
all Armenia, en^)owering him to collect the tribute and 
manage the revenue and disbursements of the empire. 
I>ut the Patriarch (leorge, and all the chiefs {iiid nobles, 
when they saw that Ashot possessed so many good quali- 
ties, came to the unanimous resolution of petitioning the 
supreme sovereign, Ahmed, to crown him as king of Ar- 
menia; and he, being already well acquainted with the 
wisdom of Ashot, and having himself been long desirous 
to elevate him, graciously condescended to the petition 
of the Ai monians, and, by the hand of one of his nobles, 
sent to Ashot the regal crown, and the other ornaments 
and l)adges of royalty. 

Ashot accepted the crown, and put it upon his head. 
At a triumphal assembly of tlic grandees in the cathe- 
dral of Alii the capital, Ashot was anointed king of 
Armenia by the Patriarch (leorgo, in the year 880. 
After acquiring this new dignify, he set about the ad- 
ministration of his empire, by organising his army, over 
which he appointed liis brother, the worthy Abbas, to be 
commander-in chief. William, the emperor of Constan- 
tinople (8(70), sent Niketass with a number of presents 
to Ashot the (ireat, requesting that he would give him 
an imperial crown. He complied with his desire, and 
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S(Mit him a magnificently ornamented crown, with whicli 
William was crowned a second time, in honour of Ashot. 
William continued to show great attachment both to 
him and the whole Armenian nation, and afterwards 
renewed the bond of love and friendship by a special 
embassy. 

885. Under the protection of the two powers above 
mentioned, (viz. that of Ahmed and William,) and by 
the assistance of Almighty God, Ashot made great im- 
provements in the empire, and brought it into a flourish- 
ing condition. 

But he never trespassed on the rules of humanity in 
the prosecution of his undertakings, so as to occasion 
anything disagreeable either to his own peoj)Io or to 
foreigners. 

Ashot fell into a disease, during which he distributed 
alms very freely. When he had partaken of the holy 
sacrament, he expired, in the seventy-first year of his 
age. lie ruled as a prince twenty-six years, and reigne<l 
in the quality of king five years. 

812. William I., the emperor, was of Arshakoonian 
extraction. Even from the day of his birth there oe- 
rMrn‘d several very singular prognostics, indicative of his 
future greatiu'ss. 

1. William and his parents were the only ])ersons 
thai - raped of the multitudes killed by Motraz, king ol‘ 
B ultra i 

2. An eagle o]* its flight covered the infant VV'illiajn, 
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when asleep, with its shadow, anti eontiiiiiecl to do so 
though it was driven away three difterent times. This 
eirtTiinstance is mentioned in the writings of the Emperor 
Constantine, grandson of this William. 

3. Willianfs mother had a vision, in which she saw a 
tree that proceeded from her, and grew to a great height. 
It was loaded with fruit and with flowers, and the roots 
and branch(‘S of the tree were of pure gold. 

4. Willianfs mother had a second \ision, in which she 
saw an old man, from whose mouth proceeded fire, and 
he said that God had fore-ordained her son William to 
sway the imperial sceptre. 

5. It haj)pened, when William was resting under 
the roof of the 7nonastery of St. Diomedes, that the 
saint a|)peared in a dream three several times to the 
father of the monastery, and ordered that the chihl should 
he called William, and that he shouhl be educated with 
care ; ‘‘ Because,’’ said he, he is predestined to ascend 
the imperial throne, and will also rebuild this monastery."" 
This })rediction wtis afterwards actually fulfilled. 

William w^as admired by the Emperor Leo for his 
sagacity ainl handsome appearance, especially for his 
moral ccuiduct ; so that he became his favourite, and 
was rewarded by him. 

There w\as a certain athletic Bulgarian, a giant of a 
dreadful aspect, and very brave and fierce, wiio w'as 
Uiought to be invincible. But William struck him 
down with one bl(»w, to the astonishment of the bv- 
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8taiic\erH, tind otliers w\io Ward of it. He overtook and 
caiiglit the capricious horse of the Emperor Michael, 
which nobody else dared to approach, and having 
mounted it, he returned to the emperor. The emjieror 
gave him all the ornaments and trappings of the horst^ 
as a reward for his dexterity ; and he became a great 
favourite. The Emperor Michael, wisliing to promote 
the happiness of William, appointed him to be chief 
magistrate ; and, in the year <S(ib*, adopted him as his 
son in the church of St. Sojdiia. He also ])ut a crouii 
u|)on his head, and constituted him his assistant in the 
affairs of govermni'ut. But Michael now fell into habits 
of luxury and dissi])ation, and incurred the disph*asure 
of the (jrecian nobility, wlio forc(‘d Hieir way iuto liis 
apartment during the night, and put him to death. 
Early in the morning they unanimously proclaimed 
William to be emperor (8()7), and placed Jiiin on tJn^ 
imjierial throne. At this tin* whole nation i-cjoiced, 
because the virtuous <piallties of William- were already 
well known. By his judicious managenumt he corr(‘cted 
the <lisorders of (he Grecian empire, and brought it into 
a flourishing condition. William requesteil a crown 
fV' m Ashot, in exchange for one which he sent to him, 
ilong with other gifts, fie had four sons, whom he 
educated in the fear of G('d. He called the firsi-born 
Coiistiii'!iiie, and afterwanls chose him for Ids assistant 
on the ’Oiie. He called the s(‘cond Eeo — the sann* 
who was styled ‘‘ the Wise.*" ib* called the third Alex- 
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aniler, and tlie fourtli ^tepWvi. Tliis last son, in convse 
of time, became a patriarch. William had also four 
daughters, whom he consecrated in a convent. He was 
transported to eternal life in the year 885, and was 
succeeded on the throne by his son, Leo the Wise. 

885. Leo VL,^thc Wise, became enij)eror after the 
(h'atli of his father, William. He shon ed the same at- 
tachment that his father had done, both to King Ashot 
and to all the Armenians. When Ashot visited him in 
Ct)nstanilnople, they mutually did each other honour ; 
and, at the re<juest of the Emperor Leo, Ashot left his 
Vommander-in-chief Megrik behind, in order to render 
him assistance in his wars. Megrik fought with great 
bravery against the Bulgarians, and thus merited the 
res])ect of the emj)eror, wlio dis])layed his gratitude to 
Ashot (89«8), by renewing a treaty of peace with Sim- 
bat, his son and successor, and by sending him valuable 
pn'smits. In an affectionate epistle, Leo called Simbat 
his beloved son,’’’ and continued to send him gifts every 
y(*ar.. He was also preparing to assist Simbat against 
Vousuf ; but his life was cut short in the year 911, be- 
fore he could accomjdish his friendly design. 

89^2. Simbat 1., son of Ashot (he Great, ascended the 
llirone at the recjuest of the Patriarch George, and also 
received a crown from the supreme sovereign of the 
Islnnaelites, who sent him a dress interwoven with gold, 
b(>id(»s arms and liors(‘s ; and (‘iitrusted bim w ith the 
government of Armenia and Georgia, Simbat renew ed 
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the treaty of peace which had formerly existed with Leo, 
and received from him a belt garnished with precious 
stones and a cup made of gold. He also extended 
the empire into other countries ; so that the fame of 
his arms reached even remote nations, and put them 
ill terror. He defeated a large arm|^ commanded by 
Apshen (899), and put the crown u])ou the head of 
his relation Aternerseh, making him king of the Geor- 
gians, and second after himself. Instead of being grate- 
ful for this kindness, Aternerseh entered into ii conspi- 
racy against Simbars life. Ihit when 8imbat disco- 
vered his criminal design, he magnanimously pardoned 
the guilty, and did not inflict that punishment upon 
them which they deserved. After he^had distinguished 
himself by his many victories, and by his great bravery, 
he at last fell a victim to the malice and treachery of his 
relations, and laid dow'ii his life for the flock, receiving 
the fate of martyrdom from the infidel outcast \'ousuf. 
He finished his course in the year 914, in the forty- 
fourth year of his reign. — May his memory be blesse<l 
for ever ! God glorified his death by miracles, so that 
the ground on wdiich he suffered martyrdom served to 
h..a) diseases, to the glory of Christ. The High Priest 
John affirms, that not only Christians, but even the un- 
believers acknowledged the truth of these miracles, and 
were Uaj^tized on the spot.” 

JI L ' -onstantinc II., emperor of Constantinople, sue- 
< ceded to the throne in the year 911, w hen he was only 
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seven years of age. But his uncle Alexaiuler managed 
the affairs of government during his minority, in con- 
junction witlj liis fatlier-in-Jaw, Robert. 'J'his Constan- 
tine is usually designated hy the appellation of P(‘rpe- 
roozhen, which signifies, “wearer of royal robes and is 
the same who a history, being the son of Fam), 

the sou of William. He sent an embassy under one 
named ^riieodorus, to King Asliot the Iron, inviting him 
to come to Constantinojile. AVheii Asliot arrived, Con- 
stantine ]nit a croAvn upon Iii.s head, and adorned him 
with the other badges of royalty. H(* was also very 
"liberal to the Armenian nobles, and loved them exceed- 
ingly. He died in the year 945. 

914. Ashot If. the Iron, son of Simbat I., having 
received the lamentable intelligence that his father had 
suffered martyrdom, was much grieved, and fell into a 
melancholy state. At last his courage was roused, fury 
succeeded to his melancholy, and he wished rather to die 
than suflbr infamy. Tlierefore, with the assistance of 
hisj^’other Abbas, and a small number of chosen troops, 
he made furious inroads into the territories of his enemies. 
He first of all attack(Ml the town of Parkevant, and slew a 
multitude of the army of Yousuf. He then put certain 
of the nobles to the torture, and afterwards caused them 
to be suspended on the wall. He also attacked Shi- 
rak, and many other towns, all of which he destroyed. 
When the Armenians, and Loorgen the Afghan prince, 
and Atornerseh, king of Georgia, saw such bravery on 
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the part of Ashot, and his iiiinieroiis victories, they 
iinanimoiisly agreed to place him on the tliroiie of Iiis 
father, which they did in the year 915 ; and thus Ashot 
heeanie an independent monarch. But he had not one 
single hour of peace, on account of the perpetual discord 
of liis chiefs and the treachery of his own relations. 
Moreover, he was continually suftVring defeats from 
Yousuf and the other Persian viceroys. At last he 
had recourse to the sign of the blessed cross, by virtue 
of which he defeated all his enemies, and completely 
routed them. He pai<l a visit to Constantino])Ie at the 
invitation of the Emperor CWstantine (920), and re- 
ceived from him a crow'ii and many precious gifts. 
After his return to Armenia, he attached four thousand 
armed robbers w ith only tw o hundred of his brave men, 
and j)ut them to the rout. Mookhtedir, sovereign of tlu* 
Jsliniaeiites, formed a treaty of peace with Ashot, and 
honoured him wdth the title of Shahinsliah, or king of 
kings ; because he was superior to the j)receding kings 
of Armenia. Ashot was called “the iron,’" on ac<^nit 
of his great bravery, and because lie had an iron staff 
with a head shaped like a crown, liie anxiety and 
fatigu(3 wdiich he suffered during these continual wars 
sunk him at last into a state of debility, and he was 
transported to life eternal in the year 928, after a reign 
of four- een yoars and six mouths. 

^vioorge, of Marspatoonian origin, a great and vic- 
torious |)rince, arose about this time to protect the father- 
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less Armen iji. Witli twenty lira ve (*omra<les, foithfiil sons 
of their country, he tlefeated the army of l^shor, which 
consisted of a tlioiisand chosen men. Trusting entirely 
in tlie almighty right arm of God, he made a sudden 
attack iij)ou them in a certain plain, and threw the 
army into a great^di.sorder. lie took advantage of their 
confusion to slay great numbers of them, and then put 
Pshor himself, and the remainder of his army, to a 
shameful flight. Tn a second attack, Pshor sustaiiH‘d 
the same loss as before ; whereas only three of George’s 
comrades were slain. Not satisfied with these defeats, 
*Pshor attempted again to try his fortune, and surround- 
(‘d till' fortress of Ketshago with a mmierous army. 
But George and dils brave comrades sallied out of the 
fortress, and rushed forth impetuously as on eagles’ wings 
against the enemies of their country, of whom they made 
a furious slaught(‘r ; and George, having reached Pshov 
himsc'll*, fetched a mortal blow at that haughty adven- 
turer, and levelled him dv^d at his feet. 

J)^8. Abbas 1., brother of Ashot the Iron, reigned in 
Kars, with the assistance of the brave prince (ieorg(', 
and distinguished himself by his brave e\[)loits and good 
administration. He died in the >oar 951, after a praise- 
worthy reign of twenty-three years. 

961. Ashot 111., son of Abbas, after the death of his 
father, collected a body of heroes, and expelled his 
enemies out of the country. He appointed Kor, the son 
of Prince George, to be his general, and entirely subdued 
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tlie rebels. lu this manner A shot ruled nine years. 
But when the chiefs perceived his incomparable bravery, 
and especially his excellent dispositions, they sent am- 
bassadors to Philip, king of Aghoovan, and to the Patri- 
arch Joseph, inviting them to come and crown Ashot as 
king of Armenia. When these persoJ.s arrived, all the 
nobles and chiefs of Armenia, besides foity bishops, 
assembled in the capital town of Aiii, and anointed 
Ashot to be king, in the year of our Lord 9f)l ; so that 
the throne of the kingdom of Armenia was agaiji esta- 
blished. Ashot niad(* a furious slaughter in the army of 
Amatoon, and caught him, and deprived him of life. 
For this service, the supreme sovereign of the Ishmaelites, 
whom Amatoon had formerly deceived, sent many gdfts 
to Ashot. 11(5 also crowned him a second time, and pro- 
claimed him king of Armenia. Ashot built several mag- 
nificent churches in the capital town of Ani, and also in 
other places. Moreover, In* repaired the lower wall of 
Alii, and erected poor-houses' and infirmaries in various 
])laces for diseased and leprous jieople. Ills reign was 
distiijgmished by many other devoted and jiious acts. 
The historian. Archimandrite Stephen, wdio was his con- 
temporary, narrates concerning liiin as folio w's : — “Ashot 
w^as - aised to the throne chiefly on account of the peace- 
ablei. ss oi' iiis disposition ; for he treated all around him 
with j.aldiiess and (foiidesctnsioii. He not only did not 
disda n tu spend his time in rejoicings with lepers, cjij)- 
ples, and blind men ; but even preferred it. Lie enter- 
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tained tliem with wine out of his own cup, and regarded 
the scales and wounds which were on their bodies as 
ornaments. He was so liberal in his donations to 
tlie j)oor, tliat after his death tliero was nothing to be 
found in his treasury, because ho liad given away to the 
poor even his dresses and ornaments. Therefore 

Ashot was called "the Merciful.’” He governed the em- 
pire twenty-six yt‘ars, and expired in the yt'ar 1)77, after 
a long life of sanctity. lie left thi’ee sons, namely, Sini- 
hat, Kakik, and (loorgcMi. 

1 1 is blessed spouse, Queen Khosrovanoosh, followed 
his exainph', by building many magniiicent churches, in 
the number of which are the most famous monasteries 
of Akbat and JSeTiagin : and s1m‘ showed the most tender 
compassion for the poor and sick, was a careful mother 
to all, and a ({ue<‘U worthy of the Ararat kingdom. 

915. Robert 11., son of Constantine 11., succeeded to 

the imperial throm* in the year 945. 

• * 

975. A\ illiam ll., son of Robert II., ascended the ini- 
periwl throne in the year 975, in conjunction witli his 
hrotluM* Constance. 'fhe Emj)eror 1\ illiain attacked 
Saniiu*], king of the Hulgarians ; but he rep(‘lled force by 
force, so that tlie emperor was obligisl to sue for peace. 
Samuel asked him for In'-’ sister In marriage ; but by the 
advice of Sebaste, tlie metropolitan, William fraudulently 
^oni him his niai<l-servant instea<l of his sister. When 
King Samuel and his nobles discovered the deceit, they 
^•aught the inetnipolitan, and burned him alive. Samuel 
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advanced against the emperor at the head of a ninnei’ous 
army ; but William completely defeated him, and took 
fifteen tlionsabd men captive, lie pulled out the eyes 
of these captives, divided them into companies of one 
hundred and fifty, and appointed ovm* each eoin|)any a 
guide with only one eye ! In this maimer he sent them 
back to Samuel, who died of griel* when he saw them in 
so miserable a plight. From that time William wore 
the dress of a monk under his royal robes, and took a 
vow of celibacy and total abstinence from the eating of 
flesh. He died in the year after a rtMgii of forty- 

seven years, and was succeeded by his brother Constance. 

977. Simbat II., son of Ashot the Merciful, ascended 
the throne in the year 977, in the town of Ani. On ac- 
count of his bravery, he received the ajipellation of Shah- 
inshah. In the course of eight years, he built the 
broad and stupendous wall of Ani, and erected a great 
number of churches. 

a 

9SI. Abljas, son of MoosJiegh, rci<rnod in Kars in 
the year 984. He greatly improved the em]>irc by 
opening schools, and appointing })roper teachers to in- 
str.icl young men in the military art. He cleared the 
empire of all robbers ; so that a person might go about 
in the darkest night without fear of danger. He died in 
the yea»* 1029, after a reign of forty-five years. 

rS9. 1* . kik T., brother of Simbat II., ascended the 
throne in the capital town of Ani, upon the death of his 
brother, which took place in the year 989. Kakik was a 
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man of acute understaiuliiig, and liberal in the distribution 
of alms ; and he spent the holidays in prayer, and in the 
^nging of ])salms. lie look to wife Princess Kotromit, 
daughter of V asak, who surpassed even her husband in 
])iety and virtue, and devoted luT whole life to prayer 
and the buildiffg of churches. Kakik exj)ired in the 
year after a reign of twenty-nine years and ten 

months, 

1020. John Slinbat, son of Kakik, succeeded to the 
empire in the year 1020, in the capital town of Ani. 
He sent the Armenian patriarch, Peter, with an e]nsllo 
to the Emperor William, who reeeivt‘d him with respect, 
and re(piosted him to sanctify the water in his presence, 
on the anniversary of ChrisPs baidism. Peter went 
through the ceremony according to the manner of the 
Armenians, and there took place a wonderful miracle; 
because, when the patriarch commenced blessing the 
water with the life-giving cross, in that same hour the 
water receded ; and when he poured the oil upon the 
water, the Holy S])irit appeared in the shape of a white 
dove, and darted rays of light upon the oil. The king 
and the rest of the spectators were struck with aston- 
ishment, and therefore had a still greater respect for 
the patriarch than before. On this subject see tbe his- 
tories of Aristarchus and Vartan, and the biography of 
saints. 

But King John Avas not so brave as his predecessors, 
and Avas induced by a disturbance that had been raised 
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by Ills own brother, A shot, aiul ospeeuill y by the discord 
which existed among his chiefs, to concede his capital 
and the snrrounding country into the hands of the Knv 
peror William. He reigned twenty years, and died in 
the year 103.9. 

1021. Ashot IV., the brother of .Tolifi. ridgiu'd S(‘pa- 
rately, and contrary to the will of .lohn, for nineteen 
years, and then dic'd. 

1027. David, the son of Senneehrini, rc'ignc'd in Sebas- 
tia ten years. 

1029. Ivakik, son of Ahhas, rc*ignc'd in Kars, in tlie 
year 1029. He was a jirudent and brave man, but was 
continually oppressed l)y the assaults of fore igners. He 
expired after a reign of fifty-two yc'ars. 

1037. Atovm, son of Seunechcriin, resigned in Sebastia 
forty- three years. 

1042. Kakik 11., the son of Ashot IV., and the last 
king of Ihigratoonian extraction, rt'igncMl in the yc'ar 
1042. He was J]andsomc^ and brave*, and historians say, 
that so long as a gecod understanding subsistc^d between 
him and his iioldes, he surpassed (‘vc'ii Tigran in j)ow('r ; 
brt he at last fell a victim to the malice and treachery 
of his chiefs', and tlius the kingdom of Armc'nia became 
subject the- Greeks. Oshiii 1., knight, and chief of 
liampron and the province of Ararat, erected a c\vuvc\\, 
aiid call* d it by the name of St. I\*t(*r. He also cut off 
the head of a certain Galilean gnaiit, who was of great 
stature. 
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1080. Reuben T., a relation of Kakik II., colleeted an 
army on the boundaries of Cilicia, with which he gained 
, possession of tlu^ fortresses of Kositor and Partster. He 
di •ove the (J reeks out of tlie country, fouglit many 
battles, and put to flight and killed great numbers of 
the eiuuny. Ac com[uercd the nations bordering on the 
mountains of 'J'aiirus, and became an inde})endeiit mon- 
arch. He ox})ired after a reign of fifteen years. 

1095. Constantine I., son of Reuben I., reigned five 
y(‘ars. A famine took ]>lace about this time in Italy, 
and he supplied it with bread, and rendered the Latins 
great assistanc<\ 

1100. Toross I., son of Constantine I., defeated the 
Scythians and ‘Creeks, and took ])Ossession of the greater 
part of Cilicia, for which he became very celebrated, and 
was commonly called the lord of Cilida. lie gained 
possession of the fortress in which Kakik had been mur- 
dered, and by his orders the sword of Kakik was deli- 
vered up to him, over which he shed abundance of tears. 
He died in the year IP^d, after a valiant reign of twenty- 
three years. 

11. Leon L, brother of 'J'oross, succeeded to the 
government after the dt‘ath of his brother. He recon- 
(piered the towns taken by his enemli‘s, and rendered 
himself famous by his many great exploits, for which 
the Creeks called him Sehestos, or the Dragon, and lie 
was much respected by the Latins. He died in the 
year 1 1 1 1. 
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11 44. Toross II,, son of Leon 1., occnpied Cilicia in 
the year 1144. He fought many battles with the Greek 
Emperor Immanuel, and took captive most of his nobles. 
When Immanuel saw that he had lost all his eminent 
warriors and chiefs, lie concluded peace with Toross, and 
granted him a diploma, stamped with lits own golden 
seal, insuring to him the title of Pan-sehestos ; and he re- 
quested his assistance in an attack which he was about 
to make against the Scythians. The hravery which 
Toross displayed in this war was even double to that of 
the former, so that h<^ was greatly admired by the (un- 
peror and all the army. He died a natural death in 
Cilicia, in 1107, after a reign of twenty-three years. 

1169. Melekh, brother of Toross II., reigned live 
years. 

117-1. Reuben IT., nephew of Toross, began to reign 
in Cilicia in the year 1174, and continued to do so for 
the space of eleven years ; but afterwards resigned the 
government into the hands of his brother, Leon II., and 
went himself into retirement as a monk, in wliich state 
he continued until the day of his death, in the year ILSo. 

]]86. Leon II., brother of Reuben, .succeeded to the 
undivided possession of the throne in the year 1186. 
In short space of time he conquered no less lV.an 
seventy-two foi-tresses. He also built many himsei;*, 
among the Jiunrber of which is the citadel of the great 
metropolita - town Sis. He surpassed all his prede- 
cessors m wisdom and piety, and was remarkable for his 
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strict fulfilment of tlie commandments, his liberality, 
and the uniform rectitude of his administration. More- 
over, he believed with sincere zeal in the most holy 
mother of God, by whose favour he reinstated the ruined 
kingdom of Armenia. 

In the year tlDO, the Emperor Frederick, Philip 
king of France, and Richard king of England, were 
engaged in a crusade to .rei*nsal(‘m, for the purpose of 
subduing it from the unbelievers; and they sent tliree 
several times to Leon, b(‘seeching him to come and assist 
them. Tlu\v also wrot(‘ a hdter to the Patriarch Gre- 
gory, requesting him to sp(‘ak with licon, and persuade 
him in favour of their proposition. la the letter to 
Leon, it was written thus: — We acknowledge tliec as 
the only true defender of Christians, and hope to be com- 
forted with your assistance.'’ TiCon returned a favour- 
able answer, accompanied by a great (piantity of arms ; 
and also sent them provisions, because thev were ex- 
hausted with hunger, and had einlnred great trials from 
the •treachery of the Greeks. It is said, that when the 
emj)eror had perused the letter of FiC'on, he shed tears 
of joy, and foiuid consolation in the beneficence . of the 
Armenians. He wrote a letter of thanks to the Arme- 
nians, and stamped it with his golden seal ; and pro- 
miseil in his letter to the Patriarch Gregory, that he 
would raise Leon with great triumjdi to the throne. 
But the death of the emperor j)revented him from put- 
ting his good design into execution. 
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At the request of the Emperor Henry, Celestiiie III., 
pope of Rome, ordeied a magmticeut evowu to \)c made, 
and after lie liad lilossiMl it, sent it with his eardiuai to 
Ijeoii. Along with it, the ein])eror also sent a stand- 
ard, upon wliieh was drawn a representation of the lion. 
But even before this time the kings *ot' Armenia had 
standards r(‘presenting a lion, a dove, and au eagle. 
Leon and the Batriareh Gregory sent messengers with a 
general invitation to all the towns and provinees , so 
that there aiTiv(‘d in the town of Tarson a great num- 
ber of ( liiets and nobles, and a mnititnde of bishojis and 
monks, d’hese all niarclnul in ]»roeession to the eliureh 
of St. Sophia, and the Patriarch Gregory anointtMl Lcnii 
with gi'eat ceremony to be king of Arn'ienia, on the an- 
niversary of J(‘sns Christ's baptism, in the year 1198; 
so that tin* imbappy Aritumians once more rc'joiced with 
great joy. Tho eiiijicror also sent to Twcon a very valu- 
able crown embellished with precious stones. 

Jn a war with the sovereign of the Jshmaelites and 
of the Ihirks, licon proved victorious, and made g-*vat 
slaughter of their armies. Before bis death be erected 
some churches and monasteries, and was transportcnl to 
the alKxles of eternity in the year 1219, after a r(‘ign of 
tbi ty-foiir years. 

Zapel, the daughter of Leon Tl., reigned in Cilicia, in 
compliance vvitJi the will left by her fatlier at his death, 
for the spa'’* of only orn? year. Zajiel was a very jiious 
w'oman, and immediately before her death heard a voice 
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from heaven repeating these words, “Come, my dove; 
come, my beloved r”* TWis filled licr siml \v\tli mispeak- 
able rapture, and her face brightened up with joy. 
The spectators were astonished ; but she declared the 
true reason thereof. — See the history of Vagran, who 
ivas an eye-witifess, ainl at tliat time a secretary of 
stat(\ 

1221-. Getoom T. was anointed to be king of Arme- 
nia, witli great triuin])h, in the year With the 

assistance' of his father Constantine, lie re-established 
good order throughout the em|)ir(*, and ])ut an end to 
the anarchy at that tinu' so prevah'iit. The historian 
l^igran* i'xtols him in tlie following t(*rins : — “Getoom 
was well worthy of tlie throne, being filled with all grace, 
and remarkidih' botli for the beauty of his person and 
the goodiK'ss of his heart. He was steadfast in the doc- 
trines of true religion, very successful in his enterjirises, 
merciful and comjiassionate in his disposition, and im- 
[lartial in his administration of justice.'’'’ With a view to 
obhvin redress for the wrongs of his country, (letoom paid 
a visit to the Tartar Khan ]Manho, (1254.) who enter- 
taiinal him for fifty days, and treated him with gTcat 
respect. At liis dejiarture, ISlaiilio gave him a S|)lendid 
diplopia, ill wliich was written a treaty of perpetual 
peace, and granted liim a letter of jirotection for the 

* Vagran flourished in tlie thirtcentli century. At the com- 
mand of Leon III., king of Armenia, he composed, in verse, a 
history of the dynasty of tlie Reubenites, from its commencement 
to the year of our Lord F^80 
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chiirclies, and a paper authorising* an alleviation of tri- 
bute. Getoom was also held in great esteem by the 
Tartar Khan .Oolav. 

The life of (letooin was distinguished both for piety 
and bravery ; for he frequently rendered assistance to 
the Latins and Greeks. — This Is ev ideitt from a letter of 
Po])e Clennnis TV. in which there occurs the following 
remark : — We and all the churches know that Getoom 
often saved the Latin nation out of tin? hands of its 
enemies, and also rendered assistance to the Antiocli- 
ians.” I'he ])ope wrote a letter to Getoom, dated July 
2Gtb, 12Go, exhorting him to continue his ])rotection 
to the Latin nation, kc. — See Henald, vol. ii. 'I\)- 
ulirds the latter end of liis life, Getoom raised his son 
Leon to the throne in his stead, and retired himself from 
the world, that he might spend the remainder of his days 
in solitude, and in deeds of j)iety. lie expired after a 
reign of forty- five years. 

T2G9. Leon III., son of Getoom I., succeeded to the 
throne in the year 1269, and was anointed to be king 
before a triumjdial assembly of patriarchs, bishops, and 
nobles. TiCon increased the pay of the soldiers, and was 
hbei,d in the distribution of alms to tlie })oor. lie 
elected liouses of entertainment and infirmaries, and re- 
newed many of the monasteries that were falling to niins. 
His spouse, Queen Ann, was similar to him in her dis- 
posit on e l was equally pious; for it is written con- 
cerning her as follows : ~ This queen exercised a 
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motherly care towards all the sons of the church, and 
supplied the needs of the poor by her benevolence like 
a newly grown olive-tree, blooming in tli.e deeds of 
grace and good fruits.’** Leon departed this life in the 
year 1 289, after a reign of twenty years. 

1289. Getoom iP., son of Leon 111., succeeded to the 
throne in the year 1289. He would not allow the 
crown to be* placed on his head, but occupied himself 
very humbly at his devotions, and engaged in the study 
of doctrines regarding the salvation of tlie soul. lie 
anointed his brother Toross to be king in his stead, 
(1298,) and retired to a nionasterv, in which he wore the 
habit of a monk, and was callcMl John. Getoom and 
J\a‘os.s paid a visit to C^)nstantinojde at the invitation of 
thi ir sister, the Kinpress ]Mary. But their brother Sim- 
bat took advantage of their absence, and obtained pos- 
sessit)n of the throne, with the Jissisianee of some rebels, 
by whom he was anointed king. When Getoom and 
Torossi roturned, he deprived the fenner of his sight, and 
hilled the latter. fJetooin was aftenvards miraculously 
restored to sight ; hut, in the twontiidli year ot his reign, 
M as hetrayed hy his nobles, and delivered over with his 
nephew into the hands of his enemies, nho put them 
both to.d('ath, 

1308. Osliiii, brother of Getoom II., aseoiuled the 
throne in the year 1308. He n ent out in defence of 
the church with only two hundred men, against an army 
of eighteen thousand men, commanded by Sultan Nasir, 
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Ainir of Bagdad, who liad made a sudden attack iij)Oii 
him; hut, with the assistance of (lod, Oshiii slew six 
thousand of tlie enemy, and took many of the nobles 
captive. lie departed this life in the year 1820, after a 
reign of thirteen years. 

1820. Leon V., the step-son of OsViin, began to govern 
the empire when he was only ten years of age. lie 
was deft*ated by the Scythians and Tajtars, and suf- 
fered a tedious siege, notwitlistanding many petitions 
which lu^ sent to the Latins for assistance ; so that tlu‘ 
empire was brought into a pitiful state. lie dej)ai’t(*(l 
tills lif(5 in the year 1841, after a icign of twenty-one 
years. 

(amstantine IV. ri'igned in Cilicia fourteen years. 

I8()o. Leon VI. ascended the tlirone in the year 18()5. 
He was the last king of Armenia; and his reign was 
short, for he spent a sorrowful life, and ('iidiired great 
hardships during a long captivity in Lutetia, or l*aiis. 
After his release, lie consiilered it as his duty first of all 
to go with his spouse, Queen Mary, and his daughter 
Phinoe, to worship God in Jerusahun, where lu‘ ortered 
u]) thanksgiving to tlie Almiglity for his deliverance. 
Tne (junen and h(*r daughter requested permission to re- 
main there, for the purpose of penitcuice and devotion ; 
luit Ia^oii paid a visit to Pojie Urban VI. and was 
greatly icspected by him. He afterwards went to Spain, 
(188‘:,) .lid endeavoured to obtain assistance from King 
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Jolin, who roc*eIvc‘(l him with tlie honour dii^to his rank, 
and showed a tender sympathy towards him in his dis- 
tress. Leon became celebrated throin^-hont the wliole of 
Spain for his j)riidence and inaiiftKinimlty ; so that when 
the flames of war burst forth hetw(‘en France and Eng- 
land, tli(‘ |)ope ha((^ sncli confidence in his humility and 
excellent understanding, that he eni])loved him to per- 
form the part nf mediator h(*tween the two powers. 
Accordingly Leon mad(^ gr(‘at (‘xertions to bring about 
a reconciliation betwtam tlnun, hoping*- by tlieir means to 
re-(‘stablish the kingdom of Armenia ; but was not 
succ(‘ssful. Li'oji died a natural death, in Lutetia, on 
the Dth N<>v. in the sixti(‘th year of his age, 

namely, (‘leven years after his n‘lease from captivity, 
ami twenty-(‘ight y(‘ars after the commencement of his 
ri‘ign. 

Qiu'en Mary and her daugliter S|)ent a life of sanctity 
in J(*rusalem until tlu* year 1405, and then died. 

It is mentioiu'd by tin* French historian, Peter Le 
Ilron, that Ijcon appointed King Pichard, in his last 
testament, to be the executor of his will, and detender 
of the ruine<l kingdom of Armenia. He also beipieathed 
two thousand ilollars, or crowns, to thri'e fathers of the 
monastery of Celestine, that they might pray and per- 
form mass for the salvation of his soul, and that of 
the executor of his will, namely. King Kichard. He 
wxas buried in the Celestine monastery, and laid in a 
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marble tom'll, on wliicli were engraved the following 
words, — “Here lietlv tlie body of Leon VI. king of 
Armenia.’’ 

The kingdom of Armenia was henceforth entirely 
abolished ; and from that to the present time, viz. : 
from the year 1393 to the year i829, a space has 
elapsed of 436 years. 
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